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NDG aim: The seamless integration of distributed sources of scientific dafta without ’rh
human intervention. Current focus is to provide integratfed access to the extensive dafa r
of the British Atmospheric Data Centre (BADC) and the British Oceanographic Data CenTre (BC

Requirements:
- Parameter usage vocabulary: Controlled metadata vocabulary to provide detailed and
unamiiguous laels for source data.
- Parameter discovery vocabulary: Broad ferms arranged into a hierarchy of increasing specificity to
focus a user search for a specific dafa point.

o NDG ‘Use’ metadata
- All BODC data are labelled using keys defined in BODC's 17,000+ term
"Parameter Usage Vocabulary” (Fig 1).
What was mecsured?| |[Where did the sample | How was if measuied? «BADC mostly use non-standardised text strings to lalbel data buf also use
SO BT some "“Standard Name List” terms from the Climate and Forecast (CF)
l l l confent standard.
« For interoperability, NDG aims fo unite the two centres’ data holdings via the
e g Unique data label GML-based Climate Science Markup Language (CSML).
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Fig 2. Navigation through a parameter discovery vocabulary. Each
parent node represents a broader term linked 1o more specific child nodes.
A search starting at point 1 requires only a few steps to get to point 4
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Fig 3. Linkage of two discovery vocabularies via equivalent term
mapping allows the user to travel from one set of definitions to another

For more details, see the paper associated with this poster.
Contact: Roy Lowry, rki@bodc.ac.uk; Website: hitp://ndg.nerc.ac.uk/
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