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We are committed to making high quality oceanographic data, information and knowledge readily 
available to  research scientists in academia, government and industry, as well as to the public. A crucial 
part of BODC's data management functionality is the provision of Web-based access to different types of 
marine data catalogues. 

These catalogues are designed so that users can search, select and request data that meet their 
requirements. They also provide information about BODC's data holdings, and include information about 
data holdings managed by our UK and European colleagues and collaborators.

It is BODC's policy to encourage the use of its data holdings. Specific examples of marine research 
where this data have been used are:

Searching the online data catalogues is mainly restricted to the metadata. Metadata is “data about data” 
and includes information such as collection time, the geographical position and the depth. 

·PhD research on tidal flooding around the Mawddach estuary
·Flood Risk Assessment for a site in Newport.
·Wave data for Flamborough Head, Hornsea and Holderness 
required for investigating wave climate off NE England.

·Investigation into the possible link between tide levels and 
deterioration in raw water quality to a water treatment plant. 

·The use of Tide Gauge Data to investigate the cause of an 
accident at Fleetwood marina.

·To develop a data assimilative Indian Ocean mathematical 
model and understand the heat and mass transport in the 
Indian Ocean.
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Sample selection of data from the Indian Ocean

Requests

Requests for the actual data are submitted, via our Web site, and are processed by BODC staff.  

A limited number of data catalogues, e.g. the UK Tide Network and the Distributed Oceanographic 
Data System (DODS Server), allow the immediate downloading of the data. 

The Future

As yet, not all of our data holdings are available via the Web. This is a challenging area of development 
for BODC's software engineering staff.  The scientific community can expect our Web-based data and 
metadata delivery capability to expand further, and become more enhanced, in the future.

Other Data

BODC staff have considerable expertise in a wide variety of oceanographic data. We can act as a 
referral service to sister data centres, agencies and colleagues worldwide.
For more details contact the Enquiries Officer at   enquiries@bodc.ac.uk

Catalogues available:

·UK Cruise Inventory
·GLOSS Station Handbook
·UK Tide Gauge Network
·DODS Server
·CTD Profile Index 
·Current Meter Inventories 
·Wave Data Index
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