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- /9% of BODC's taxonomic codes have Y i Fish
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As the UK's National Q_eeawaphlc Data C afre, BODC bega anking biological'd@ata:in the late 1980s. This was in response to the challenges posed by increasingly sophisticated multi-
disciplinary prografhmes such as the UK-NE C North Sea PrOJect ISP) and the UK-JGOFS Biogeochemical Ocean Flux Study (BOFS). The activity provided a unified approach to data

management, delivering an integrated quality controlled data set, including the physics and chemistry of the water column. The system adopted was conceived to fully integrate biological
data with concommitant oceanographic measurements. Since then, BODC's biological data collections, including taxonomic data sets, have grown steadily, integrating a large number of
highly diverse data from UK- and European-funded multi-disciplinary fieldwork programmes in the Atlantic Ocean, Arabian Sea, western and north western European margins and in shelf
seas around the UK.
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BODC Biological Data Collectlons &
Current biological data holdings mclude taxor?based.r 1a:'nd non taxon-based
measurements of abundance, blomas‘s': -production rat loss rate, biochemical
composition, molecular iInformation and blogeochemlcaﬂc zling for planktonic and
benthic organlsms ranging from viruses and bacteria te-micro- and meso-zooplankton
collected by over 100 different sampling ggars and rec rdlng_ instruments from over
1800 cruises: 15 f*-al'\_ 4 h

The Project Database currently holds data corresp INg to-asome 357 thousand
sampling events. Over 10% of these sﬁmpllng evé’(rl\% are relz .d- to a bloleglcal

measurement .- “ X
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vate _ ling, ne ‘ows, CTD and other profiling Table 1. Drstrlbd'tlonof BODC's biological data holdings. Current data holdings are
‘data are stored -in Oracle with full text mainly coneentrated in the.north-eastern Atlantic Ocean and in areas around the British

o e s~ T : Isles and the western Europes N margins. Some re:
successive prOJects : "
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“biolog cal" data collections are
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NE Atlantic and W. European margins
OWS INDIA
OWS INDIA 1971-1974| v | v | v

OWS INDIA 1975 v | | v
BOFS 1989-1991| | v | v

OMEX | (Norwegian S) 1994 v | v [ ¥
OMEX I (W European S 1993- -----
OMEX I (W European S 1994- 1995
LOIS(SES 1995 --
; LOIS(SES)
- v’ T S - : PRIME Jun-Jul 1996 v | v | v | v |
3 1 e e — " p_— PRIME Dec ----

e o . . _ | OMEX 1 1997-1998| v | v | v | v |
parameter | Mant [10UE i - - ACSOE Jun-Jul1998| v | v | v | v

onor ’ inst stan s set ntec OMEX 11 1099 v | v --
. — o " ' - - ' : e ' MARPROD Nov-Dec 2001| v | v | v | |
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Irish Sea, W. English Channel and Celtic Sea ----
Bristol Channel 1971-1975 ---
Bristol Channel 1976-1978| v | | | |
PML core programmes 1991 ----
PML core programmes 1992 ----
PML core programmes -
PML core programmes -
North Sea -
. North Sea Project 1988-1989| v | v | v | | v
LalNS v | > = T TN e - - North Sea Project Apr1989| v | v [ v | v |
.. — - - e . - : = — \ e North Sea Project 1990f | | | |
74% of thi ~ ~tA : - 4 |
Jr#ﬂ 1 biological pars rs. 5 K 2 D=l LOIS(RACS 1992 | | [ [ | @ [v
F ustra eg'pn-tﬁw lot, parameter ' . / [taxen- - LOIS(RACS 1993-1095] [V [ v | | v [ v 7]
« P P | . i — — LOIS(RACS 1996/ | [ [ [ [ [ [v]

'oo- - rele ~to biodiversity

PROVESS 1998 v | | | | | v | V|

T al == _" i | ! *I PROVESS 1999 | | | vl v | v
|nf0rmat|0n menﬁmy represent » !_ gic ~' | i o Wt N g PML core programmes (DISCO Jun1999| v | v | v | v v | | | |
a large fraction of the biological IO me f- 1 Atlantic Ocean BN

arameter arou | " / I : . Atlantic Meridional Transect 1995-2000| v | v [ v v v ] v | | |
P g oF ' vl A -__ - '1 '_‘ Atlantic Meridional Transect 2001-2005| v [ v [ v | v | v ] v | | |
- | . ¥4 e T Indian Ocean HEEEEEEN
| ~ N o N ARABESQUE Sep+Nov1994| |v | v v |v | v | | |
\ ' M&FMB (AMBITION Sep2001] [vI]v]v]v] v [ [ |
| Southern Ocean HEEEEREN
marine organisms. o~ 4‘.‘ y | BOFS 7T Nov-Dec1092| | v | | v [ ]| v | | |
i ¥ "~ . : s '
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B Others Bacteria and Viruses Y, !
Mlcrozooplankton

Spatial and temporal coverage is expected to increase rapidly within the next few years
as stricter enforcement of data ‘management and access policies by the Natural
Environment Research Council (NERC), the UK main funding body for environmental
research, and th“e UK and FEuropean Governments will ensure that copies of most data
collected at sea on NERC's research vessels are depélted with the BODC and made

now been mapped to ITIS;

3%, commonly used in biological
oceanography, do not comply with
International taxonomic
nomenclature and are unmappable to
ITIS;

18% have not yet been recorded In

Zooplankton
the ITIS database. |

Improving access to our data inventories and e - B
data holdings g =, i
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= For further information visit BODC’s web site: www.bodc.ac.uk

the development of a web appllcatlor;a Jat ;h_eld In the CRP database. Acces s will
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authorised users will be able to search o ouEr_data a;::;'é;: g .:seleetlv'ely extract data.
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This Is now ‘work-in-progress' scheduled for release-in n mean L collections - 2Lk
may be obtained by contacting BODC directly. — i-_ ” 2 — - T R
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