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MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES AND FOOD 
FISHERIES I d B O ~ o I R y ,  LOWESTOET, SUFFULK, EZGLAHD 

,*? I _. - .I ~ 

**'1979' 'IIESEBRCH VESSEL- hoG- 

EIIEPOW!: RB CLIONEh.. CRUISE 12 

(PROVISION&: 
F 

I ,  

Not t o  be quoted without p r io r  reference to  the author) 

61?8FF: PARTA 

9 . C  Mumford 29-30 N-ber 
W L Huggm I C G B b  

M W Easey B Ro?Cmon 

. L W ~ ~ ~ ~ :  

Left Lowestoft 1600.h, 29 November 

Lowesto'ft:' 1,630 'h ,. 2 December 

4 1  times .are Greenwich Mean Time 

. .  .. . ~ . _  , .  . . .  . , 
I I ?,<, , . .I ' ' . -  

. .. . .  . . . . _. , - - . .. .. . .* 

~M)CBLITYt 

North Sea 

AIMS: 

1. To col lect  material f o r  investigation of feeding, maturity and 
fecundity in w h i t i n g  and other gadoids. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Acoustic survey of sprat  off NE coast of E$g;lasd. 

To return live plaice,  soles and lumpsuckers t o  the laboratory (Nr Soholea) 

To return deep-frozen gadoids f o r  f i sh  food (Dr Lincoln) 

5. To rehup deep-frozen specimens f o r  the f i sh  ident i f icat ion course 
(& Blacker). 

CLIONE proceeded''to Corton Roads &ere she anchored. The towed body traneduoer 
wa8 rigged and lowered, and a f t e r  weighing anchor the ship proceeded t o  nearby 
deeper water where, a f t e r  a >hour transducer soaking period, transducer ,tklals 
and ship's noise measurement at varying speeds were made. These w e r e  completed , --30 ,Novslpber and ,the 3 RSG 2 staff were disembarked by tender at 0700 h. 

commenced at 1030 h the same day off Kessiagland and continued I n to  the 
, , : : )  . I .  

Thames area on 1 December. The ne& dapwas fish* w&8 lSEUmed 
at Smith's Icnoll on 3 December. The t r a w l ' s  a' northerly 
direction wodclng offshore ~gr01.U~ in ' the UK secltbr a8 far north 88 The Cut 

'(Xatitude 56014') w i t h - a  few short  iriterruptiom due t o  weather.' Samples w e r e  
collected from English and Scottish inshore area8 on 7 iwld 8 Deoember, when the. 
t r a w l  survey was campleted. 

The acoustic 8u17~8y commenced off the Fame Islands at 1400 h,  9 Deoember and 
this waa completed at the 
steamed f o r  Lowestoft. 

. .  1 .  

e r  Si lver  P i t  at 0730 h, 'December, when the &ig 

f 
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L t  
f - u s 3  

RESULTS : 

1. 
whiting w a s  done on each hzul, covering length, sex, maturity and stomach contents. 
Most o f  the mature f ish were at an early or intermediate stage of maturation 
(sta,ge 2 o r  3 )  and the ovaries were not suitable f o r  fecundity estimation. 
Otoliths o f  all three species were collected from roundfish saqling areas 2, 39 

A to t a l  of 28 t r a w l  hauls was made. S t ra t i f ied  sampling of cod, haddock and 

4, 5 6 .  

2. The rig adopted f o r  the towed transducer worked w e l l ,  though some minor ’ . 
inprovements could be made. 
(Simrad echo-integrator plus MSM paper record) occurred inshore be.tween North 
Shields and Sunderland, where a f leet  qf UK vessels was operating. 
also a f l e e t  of foreign vessels outside 12 miles i n  t h i s  area. 

The heaviest traces recorded by the equipment 

There w a s  

3. About 10 soles a-rl 25 plaice were returned. No lumpsuckers w e r e  eau&%. 

4. Ten boxes of small gadoids were frozen f o r  f i sh  food, 

5. 
herring/sprat and small flatfish mixtures requested were not abundant. 

6 .  
frozen. 

Various species were frozen fo r  the identification course9 though the 

Samples of sprat  ( D r  Johnson) and a small sample of herring (plr Wood) w e r e  

STAFF: PARTB 

G C B a x t e r  
J Read 

DURATION: 

Left Lowestoft 1535 h ,  13 December 

h i v e d  Lowestoft 0825 h ,  17 December 
. I  

LOCALITYr 

Western Central and Southern Nor& Sea 

m: 
To service the current meter rigs on the JONSIS and South F a l l s  stations. 

NARRATIVE: 

After sa i l ing  had been delayed f o r  12 hours because there w a s  insufficient water 
in the harbour to  allow her  t o  leave he r  berth, CLIONE arrived at the JONSIS 1 
current meter s ta t ion at 0700 h, 14 December. The weather,, which had deteriora- 
ted during the passage, now developed into a NJ. storm; the eea conditions 
resulting f r o m  t h i s  and subsequent gales effectively stopping any work on the rig 
f o r  the next 3 days.  
conditions on the other two current meter s ta t ions were as bad or worse than that 
at JONSIS l 9  and s o  CLION33 remained dodging near t o  the current meter rig. 

During t h i s  tine weather reports indicated that weather 

By the afternoon of 16 Decenber the wind had drop,ped,, and it appeared possible 
that  work might start, Howevers the heavy swell once again pzevented the buoy 
being l i f t ed ,  and by 1700 h the wind had risen t o  30 knots, and ye t  another &e 
warning was received. With no prospect of sea conditions in e i ther  the FlambomW 

2 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
8 
I 
1 
I 
I 
I 
1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



or Thames areas being suitable for working current meter rigs in the next daylight 
period, CLIONE left for Lowestoft, d o c w  there at 0825 h9 17 December. 

RESULTS : 

No work was possible on this cruise9 due to the continuous and exceptionally bad 
weather conditions. 

C T Macer 

G C Baxter 

SEENINDRLLFT: RAT 
GFL 

INITIALLED: AJL 

DISTRIBUTION: 

Basic L i s t  + 
C T Macer 
C G Brown 
M W Easey 
W L Huggins 
B C IUmford 
B Robinson 
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