|

s

ULTURLE, FIGIZRIES ARD FCCD
LOVESTOTY, SUFFOLK, Z'GLARD

1578 RESZARCH VESSEL FROGRAMME

(Provisional: DNot to be .quoted without prier reference to the “u-nor)

STAYF: R Houghton
) ’ C Whiting
: M Vhite
. R Cross :
’ ' ) “fs M Boon .

iss M Davies

DURATION: Left Lowestoft 1500 h 2 February
: Arrived Lovestceft 0930 h 11 February
(A1l times are GHT)
IQCALITY . Fnglish Channel znd North Sea

~

To tag spawning cod in the eastern English Channel, Southern Right and
middle North Sea (migraticn - Mr loughton).

2 - To collect 15 ripe fema

plaice and return tzem alive
to Lowesteft (genetics

2 To collect 10 large and vreoferably spent plaice and return them allve !
to Lowestoft (fish physici o5y - Dr M Greer Valker)
L To collect approx: 500 plaice eggs and deoliver them to Lowestoft (tel evision
: PY
film -« Mr J Uichols)
5 To ovtain 1ﬁngth and girth measurements of cod, haddock and whiting in the
* MNorth Sea and Eng lluh Chzrnel. (North Sea Roundfish Working Group -
Mr C Macer)
.6 To freeze a variety of fish specimens and deliver to Lowestoft (Fish
Identification Course - Mr X Blacker)
i I'%IXJ"
CLIOWE left Loubstuwt at 15VO : 2 February and sailed south to the Bullock Eank

B
n the English Channel. commenced at 0640 h 3 Fehru“r" using a 78 foot
1eadline Granton travl with 15 inch rubber rollers in the hosom, no bridles and
no blln‘er or cover on the 80 mm meshed codend. Good weather allowsd con-
:ing for spawming cod in the area between Beachy Head and the Somme
1700 1 5 Febru-rv.

}.J
ct

CLIONE sailed overnight intc twna Southern Bight and fished betwesen Horth Hinder
and the Brown Ridges on 6 and 7 feorvdrv before going in teo Lov £

crevm membar aschore via the 'CO h 7 February.

tnat avening near the Zrown tinued, with o

on & rebrusr final fTive hauls

i leocati 1 Hinder. Two

5 Lons after whicnh C
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RESULTS

1 In 56 one-hour hauls a total of 1084 cod were caught. The majority of
these were immature 2 year old fish (range 29 to 55, mode 43 cm), cnly 42 were
certain mature fish longer than €0 cm. 596 cod were tagged including 40 over
60 cm. Concentrations of spawning fish were not located despite the fact

that fishing took place over most of the grounds over which cod eggs have
been found to ‘e concentrated in the past. The final haul at 52 03'N, 3015'E
was the only haul in which spawvning fish predominated and these vere mainly
small males,

2 and 3. 23 live plaice longer than 30 cum were returned to Lowestoft. Several
of these were ripe males or femeles and a few large spent fish were obtained.

4 About 0C plaice eggs were ccllected and delivered to Lowectoft.

5 Length~girth measurements were obtained from cod and whiting in the North
Sea (the request arrived after CLIOYE had left the Channel). Cirth over length
averaged 0.512 for whiting (n = 3£, s = 0.044) and 0.518 for cod (n = 66,

s = 0,032). Only 2 haddock were caught. A

-6 Large plaice, dabs, sole, lemon sole, cod, whiting, pout whiting and poor

cod were ccllected, Mixed samples of small fish could not be cbtained because
a blinder was not used.

R G Houghton
20 February 1978
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