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MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, FIS€m?Izs AND FOOD 
FISXERIG WiBOMTORP LO1ESTOFT, SUFFOLK ENGLAfLD 

1977 RESEARCH WSSLT PROGM8flE 

REPORT: R V CLIONE: CRUISE 8 

(Provis iqnal :  :Not t o  be: quoted withour p r i o r  reference to .  t h e  authors)  

PANT A 

STAFT : B C Bedford 
R N Tucker 
T W Boon 
M Easey 
S Warnes 

DUXATION: Lef t  Lowestoft 1545 h 70 June 
Arrived Grimsby 0015 h 25 June 

LOCALITY: Orkneys, Shet land,  Northern North Sea 

AIWS : 

’1 To t a g  cod i n  t h e  general  a rea  of  Papa Banlc and Western Shetlands; 

2 

3 

To t a g  c o a l f i s h  and t o  obtain blood samples from tagged f i s h ,  

To obta in  f i s h  i n  good condi t ion f o r  t h e  F i she r i e s  Off icers  F i sh  Iden t i -  
f i c a t i o n  cowCe. 

NAXfWTIVE 

CLIONE l e f t  Lowestoft at 1545 h EST on 10 june and a r r ived  a t  Papa Bank at 2030 h 
12 June when f i sh ing  began. Fishing continued on a d a i l y  b a s i s  between 0630 h 
and approx. 2200 hours without i n t e r r w t i o n  un t i l  1930 11 20 June when CLIONE 
entered Lerwick, Various grounds around Papa Bank, at Foula and Sunburgh Head 
were f iched during t h i s  period. 
taken on water and s t o r e s  and for the  next 2 days f i shed  grounds 40 miles  e a s t  
of Sumburgh Head and at F a i r  I s l e ,  
a c t i v i t y  winds ranged from l i g h t  t o  moderate and were from a generally nor ther ly  
d i r ec t ion ,  
a r r i v i n g  at 0015 h 25 June. 
re turned overland t o  Lowestoft, 

CLIONE l e f t  Lerwick a t  0830 h 21 June having 

Throughout t h e  dura t ion  of  f i sh ing  

CLIONE co:x!-udec! f i s h i n g  a t  0830 h 2’3 June and steamed for  Grimsby 
The s c i e n t i f i c  s t a f f  for P a r t  A l e f t  t h e  s h i p  and 

RESULTS 

3 
from 66 hauls. 
t h e  a rea  and they a t t r i b u t e d  poor catches t o  t h e  p e r s i s t e n t  nor tker ly  windso 
A single tow on the  nor th  s i d e  of t h e  bank on 18 June yielded 40 baskets  of 
l a r g e  cod, but with t h i s  excluded t h e  average number of cod caught per  1 hour 
tow wzs l e s s  than 7 f i s h .  Most grounds f i shed  were very rough and major damage 
t o  t h e  trawl was sus ta ined  on 19 hauls.  One Grimsby skipper  commented t h a t  our 
gear ( t h e  heaviest  we have ave i l ab le )  was t o o  l i g h t  for working t h i s  a r e a o  An 
attempt t o  repea t  next day t h e  successfu l  haul  of 1s June r e su l t ed  i n  t h e  trawl 
being paralysed, 

181 cod were tagged a t  Papa Bank,  60 a t  F a i r  I s l e ,  4 at Poula and 
eas t  of Sumburgh Head, 

Cod catches were poor on a l l  grounds f i shed  and only 253 f i s h  were tagged 
VHF contact  was made with s e v e r a l  Grimsby skippers  working i n  

8 a t  40 miles 



2 
in t h e  a rea  of Papa Banlc, 
tagged were caught p r i o r  t o  t h e  e a r l i e s t  da te  f o r  t he  s torage  l i f e  o f  unprocessed 
blood., 

3 
f o r  Nr BlackerOs Fish  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  Course. 

Coalf ish were equal ly  scarce and only 74 were tagged, All of  these  were 
No coa l f i sh  blood samples were obtained as a l l  f i s h  

Samples of mixed small gadoids and mixed small M a t f i s h  were deep frozen 

1 
D r  Purdom ., 

Two ha l ibu t  were caught during t h e  c r u i s e  and brought back alive f o r  

2 
he r r ing  f i she ry ,  t h e  s e a  w a s  observed t o  be an unusual pa le  b lue  colour. 
echo sounder ind ica ted  some bottom s1ioaJ.s of f i s h  on t h e  tops  of peaks but  few 
t r a c e s  were seen on c l e a r  l e v e l  groundo No he r r ing  were taken from any haulsa  

I n  the  a r e a  20-40 miles  e a s t  o f  Sumburgh Head, scene of t he  Shetland summer 
The 

13, C Bedford 
6 July 1977 

Seen i n  d r8 f t :  J .a F (Captain) 
R 'C N (Slcipper) 

A J L (Direc tor )  
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