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IDNISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES AND FOOD 
FI-S LABORATORY , LOWESTOFT SUFFOLK ENGWD 

1978 RESEARCH VESSgL PROGRAIWE 

FEPORT: RV C f CRUISE-9 

(PROVCISIONAL: 

STAFF : 

0 

S .  

Not t o  be quoted $without p r i o r  reference t o  the author) 

1'4 J Holden 
I L , h v i e s  I 

T Wa6son' 
Sandwich course student) 

DURATION: 

Left Lowestoft 1055 h, 12 June 

Arrived Lowestoft 0300 h ,  27 June 

LOCALITY a 

North Sea 

AIMS: 

1, To  par t ic ipa te  i n  the internat ional  North Sea 0-group gadoid survey. 

2. To co l lec t  by-catch data. 

3 .  

40 

To  record macroplankton (Ikr ine Laboratory, Aberdeen) 

T o  co l lec t  deep frozen 0-group cod ( M r  Child). 

The ship s t a r t ed  work north of  Flamborough Head at  0556 h/l3 and from there SUP 
veyed northwards along the eas t  coasts of  England and Scotland. 
at Kirkwall a t  101 I h/20 f o r  fue l  and water and sa i led  again a t  0705 h/21 Six 
stationa were then worked north and west of the Orkney Islands before making a 
passage through the Pentland Fi r th  t o  survey three s ta t ions  between 57 and 5 8 O 8  
and 0°-20E. 
par t  o f  the survey was completed a t  1054 h/26 and passage was then made f o r  
Lowestoft, 

The ship berthed 

The coastal  s ta t ions  south of 56ON were then re-surveyed. The English 

Daily radio contact was made w i t h  RVs TRIDENS and JOHAN HJORT, who were a l s o  
par t ic ipa t ing  i n  the survey9 and information on catches of 0-group gadoids exchanged. 

RESULTS 

A t o t a l  of 47 s ta t ions  was worked. Each haul consisted o f  a one-hour tow with the 
internat ional  young gadoid pelagic trawl, 20 minutes near bottom, 20 minutes mid- 
water or at the thermocline ( ident i f ied before each haul with a bathythermograph 
cas t )  and 20 minutes near surface; hauls were made at the centre of ICES 
statistical squares. 

South of 56O3OtN 0-group gadoids were very scarce, only 14 cod being c a w t  i n  
24 hauls. The t o t a l  absence of 0-group whiting from t h i s  area was i n  marked 
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CGnkrast t o  previous years. 
around the Orlmey I s l ands  were whiting found i n  nmbers greater  than ~O/I h h a d  
( b o h  TBiDE:I\TS and JC;-IAN HJORT caught very few vhi t ing i n  t h e i r  par t s  of the survey 
area), 
e b u n k n t  thar i n  previous years, w i t "  %he greatest  abundance of both species being 
3-11 the saae area as f o r  whiting. Although the f u l l  resu l t s  o€ the whole survey are  
net yet avzilaE-e, a first assessment suggests tha t  the 1978 yeapclasses  of  cod, 
haddcsk and Domay pout are-much smalleF than i n  previous years (with the exception 
o f  cod o f f  the Dani~h coast) and that  that  o f  wh i t ing  i s  very small. 

Only i n  the northern half  of  the Noray Fir th  and 

In thc: n-ort5crn ha l f  of  the survey area both cod and haddock were l e s s .  

M J Holden 
6 July 1978 

D r  Pamon 
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