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IvIIMSTRY W AGRICULTURE, FISHEliIES AND FOOD 
FISHEDS LABORATORY, LO'iESTOF'I, SUFFOLK, ENGLAND 

I 974 Research Vessel Programfie 

RJ3K)RT: R V C O R J 3 U :  CRUISE 17 

(Provisional: Not t o  be quoted without reference t o  the  author) 

SWFF: F R Harden Jones 
T Wyatt 
C Walker 
L Emerson 

l)UiUl!ION: 
L e f t  Lowestoft 1800 h 9 December 
Arrived Lavestoft 1000 h I 8  Ikcenber 

A11 times GhP 

LOCALITY: 
Southern Bight 

AIMS: 

T o  continue, with R V CLJOKE, t he  studies on migrating plaice;  
fu r the r  data on the  r e l a t ion  between the  catch of plaice taken by a midwater 
t r a w l  and t i d a l  direct ion;  
catches of plaice a re  greatest  on a sauth-going t ide.  

t o  co l lec t  

and t o  determine the areas where the midwater 

NhRRATIvE: 

COl?EI;Lk,left Lavestoft at 1800 h 9 Decenber and spent t he  night at anchor in 
Gorleston Roads. 
water f i sh ing  t o  the  02 OO'E l i n e  and a north-going and south-going haul were 
completed off  Lowestoft before COREUA had t o  take s h e l t e r  off Southmld that 
evening. 
the weather a l l m e d  us  t o  work out t o  0 2 O  10'E (West Deep Water). But only a 
northerly haul was  con,$eted before COELLA had t o  s h e l t e r  i n  Gorleston Roads. 
Three l o c a l  l i feboats  ansvlered d i s t r e s s  c a l l s  on the night of 12/13 and the 
inshore vessel NIKKI, working fron L m f e s t o f t ,  was l o s t  off Sea Palling. The 
weather slowly moderated and sct 1600 h 13 December conditions had improved 
su f f i c i en t ly  f o r  work t o  continue. From 13-16 December CO€XZLLA, working with 
CLIONE, f i shed  along the l i n e  of the Test Deep Water from just  south of the 
Hearty Knoll t o  the North Fal ls ,  Strong winds stopped work cm the morning of 
16 Decenber and COREIJlth again took s h e l t e r  off Sauthwold. 
norming of 17 December a sputherly tow was made a t  2000'E off Southwold which 
wasisuccessfblly coriipleted i n  a force 7. But a s  the conditions =re becming 
unworkable, and there was no prospect of an  ear ly  improvel.lent, CCfRJ3LL.A returned 
t o  anchor in Gorleston Roads and entered Lowestoft at 1000 h 18 December. 

The fodlavingdqr 30 knot westerly winds r e s t r i c t ed  mid- 

C O ~ ~  stayed there u n t i l  0830 12 December Nhen an inprovemnt in 

During a l u l l  m the 

1 The ca tch  of plaice taken by a nidwater trawl i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  the t ide .  
On this Cruise 64 p la ice  were caught in nidwater on 13 tows; 
mre taken on south-going tides and 16 on north-going t ides .  
are added t o  those obtained on the previous cruise ,  the numbers taken m the  
sczlth-going and north-going t i d e s  a re  67 and 18 respectively,  the  catch r a t e s  
per  hours' f i sh ing  being 1.67 and 0.46. 

48 of these plaice 
When these r e s u l t s  



2 Areas of abundance. Catches were highest alclng the line of the West 
Deep Tiater, between 2O05'E and 2°10'E. 
3 h tow) was made over the deep m t e r  t o  the east  of the  Outer Gabbard - 
Galloper Lightvessels. The plaice were in maturation stages I11 and N, 
and the larger  f i s h  were m o r e  numerous i n  the south. 

The highest catch (29 plaice for a 

Dinoflagellate samples were collected for D r  Dodge, 

F R Harden Jones 
20 December -1974 

SEEN 7N DRliFT: J EB (hiaster) 
E T B (Fishing Skipped) 

IK1TIP;LIED : A J L  
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