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&J ective

To obaserve, using the divers underwater vehicle, the behavicur of a twin tiaul
(380 x 70 Dual Purpose) rigged for a two warp operation.

Narrative

Staff worked daily from Lochinver on the "Cygnus Star" on grounds where diving
operations could take place in shallow water. Tows were restricted due to bag
nets at both ends of the bay and by the activities of creel boats.

Some time was spent in achieving a suitable method of handling and shooting
the twin trawls over the gtern but after a few hauls everything worked well.

Due to increasing onshors winds on Thursday 25 June diving was cancelled and

the vessel towed in deep water. With the additional wires using a twin rig
less warp was carried on the winch barrels to allow for this bulk, so resticting
the depth of water the vessel could tow in.

Thegoarmoffloadedon?ridayaﬁﬂlandrehxmedtoAberdeenonSabmday
27 Juns,
Results

The gear was successfully rigged and observed underwater. The nets were examined
using both free towing techniques and by using the Tuv 11,

Slight modifications had to be made to the rigging to optimise performance gliving
both nets a spread of 8 metres on the top wingends and 12 metres on the lower
wingends.
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The centre skid designed by _Ken Arkley (SFIA) uorked well keeping gpod ground
contact. RES

The nsts gave similar catches of ‘approxicately 10 baskets of bulk per net for a

1 hour tow in shallov water. This consisted nainly ‘of 'small flatfish and skate.
The gear was also observed whilst turning. Video film and still photographs“&em
taken and cOpias of both have been sent to SFIA for further analysis.
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