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Objectives:

Narrative:

Day One

this the cruise followed the planned programme, steaming around
the N Antrinm coastarriving at the first NMP station around 1900h.
After Successfully obtaining three grabs out of a planned seven
and deploying the water sampler operations were stopped for the
night and the vessel anchored in Portstewart Bay. :

Day Two

The vessel returned to the NMP station at 0700h and completed the
grab sampling Programme. On route to the station an experimental
trawl with a 2m bean trawl was undertaken in attempt to obtain

: Samples of flatfish although the trawl appeared to fish well no

fish were caught. Following this the vessel resumed surface
mapping following the Planned course arriving at the second NMP

- station around 16.30h. This station had been relocated from

Previous years as the initial location hag not proved amenable to
grab sampling. The new location was found to be suitable
Possessing a muddy sand substrate. Sampling was completed around
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oceanography programmes station no 4. Following this the vessel
Steamed towards Dundalk Bay through the night,

Day_ Three

The vessel moved out from Dundailk Bay at 0700 to Oceanography
Programme station 47 where the multi-corer and the water sampler
were successfully deployed. Following this Surface mapping was
resumed and the vesse] steamed northward along the coast sampling
Oceanography Stations 36 and 24 before moving offshore to sample
the remaining NMP station at 1230h. Strong SW winds Prevented
the proposed sampling at OCeanography station 38 and the vessel
moved to oceanography station 15 to carry out water Sampling .
before undertaking a pass of the Strangford Lough narrows
deploying the water sampler a further twice before Proceeding to
anchor for the night in Dundrum Bay at 18o00h.

Day Four ,

Conclusionsg:
Lonclusions:

This cruise passed off uneventfully ang subsequent changes in the
weather proved the decision to undertake the Northern leg of the
Cruise at the start to be the correct one. Initial results from

passed of Successfully. It should be noted that while the rosette
sampler performed well a number of the Sample bottles refused to

fire and the general state of the Sampler indicates the need for -

the frame to undergo a general overhaul.
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