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CRUISE REPORT

P,R,3, "SCOTIAM
18t ~ 18th April 1962

"Scotia" sailed from Aberdeen on the morning of the 1st April.
Consistently unfavourable weather throughout the passage to the Clyde delayed
her arrival therc until the evening of the 5th.  Work began immcdiatcly on
the stations in the North Channel and, apart from a period of about ten hours
when it was necessary to shelter in the Solway Firth, continued uninterruptedly
until the 10th, A call was then made at Campbeltown for water and stores,
"Scotia" seiled agoin twenty-four hours later and, working continuously,
complcted the Clyde programme by the morning of the 16th, Dlessrs. Saville &
Gricrson left the ship in the Clyde and "Scotia" recturned to Aberdcen,

completing a linc of four stations betweon Rathlin and Islay, and doing a
trawl in the lforay Firth for live fish, cn route,

Hydrography

Temperature and salinity samples were taken at surface and bottom at all
stations, and at twonty-four stations also from intcrmediate depthse At all
stations the temperaturc variation with depth was very small. Surface
tempeoratures also varied little within the arca sampled, lying between
6.2~6,9°C opart from a body of colder water with surfacc tcmperaturcs of
5.6°C located to thc north of the Islc of Man,

. Samplecs of surfacc watcr for culturc work werc taken on a linc from
Se Arran to Sanda and on thc linc from Rathlin to Islay.

Plankton

Samples were taken at all stations with an oblique towncet and o more
restricted sampling programme was carricd out with standard and 1 metrc tow-
ncts,  Phytoplankton was rather sparsc in the North Channcl but dense con-
centrations were located within the Clyde estuary., Advantage was taken of
these to obtain large samples of phytoplankton for Dr, lMowat, Zooplanicton
tended to be poor throughout the area sampled, In the North Channcl Calanus,
Meganyctiphanes, S. clcgans and Irsiphac silvado were the dominent forms
ond with the exception of Rarsiphoe these organisms also bulked largely in
the samples from the Clyde proper.

Herring larvae werc extremely sparsc, The largest concentration was
located on Ballantrac Banke Small numbers were taken at the mouth of
L, Ryan and to the north of the Bank in a rather narrow band along the coast
to as far north as Troon, None at all werc observed to the south of Arran
or in Kilbrennan Sound.

A curscry inspection of the samplcs did not detect sny whiting larvac.
There werc in some of the samples fair nunbers of cggs which from their
sizc may have been whiting.

Trawling

Threc trawl hauls werc carried out to the south and cast of Arran,
Phiting and small hake were the dominant commercial species in oll of them,
Plaice weorc token in fair numbers at one station west of Ayr. This haul
also yiclded the largest number of Nephrops, (36 per hour's trawling), and
of herring, The cod caught were cxamined for worms but proved to be
rcasonably froce of infection,

ALAN SAVITLE
1).th May., 1962




