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Duration 

16 June-7 July 
1 -" , 

To invest igate  the d i s t r ibu t ion  and atundance of,.yr>uLq he+% and spratr, 
along the English eas t  coast ,  using beach s e i m  and midvater trawls, between 
approximately t h e  Parn Is lands i n  the north and Dungeness i n  the south. 

Narrative 
- I  . i L l ' * i  i -? 

TELLINli s a i l e d  from Lowestort a t  1010 hours 16 June and made a good 
passage northwards, reaching Amble a t  1425 hours next day, 
following nine days f i sh ing  was ca r r i ed  out a t  various l o c a l i t i e s  between 
Dunstanburgh and Great Yarmouth both inshore with the  beach seine and shrimp 
t r a w l ,  and offshore with the  midwater spra t  t r a w l .  
Lowestoft a t  1840 hours 26 June. She s a i l e d  again a t  0940 hours 30 June and 
the  work was continued southwards as fa r  as Dungeness under very good t'ic.. 
oonditions. !CEI,LINA returned t o  Lot7estofct; a t  1910 hours 5 July. 3brthe.i- i .  - 
which was t o  have been car r ied  out from Lowestoft on.7 July had t o  be aband, - 
due t o  gale force winds and heavy seas on t h a t  date, and the c ru ise  was thzn 
terminated. 

During the  

!lTLLINA returned t o  

Results 

The modal lengths o f  Oogroup herring caught allong the  northoast coast Y -  
'-9wer than usual for  this timz o f  year; and i n  fac t  herr ing both i n  the l a rv -  
stage and on'the point o f  metamorphosis were taken i n '  some numbers i n  severe.: 
l oca l i t i e s .  The small s i z e  of ' these herring undoubtedly resu l ted  i n  a m % W '  
::educ'tion i n ' t h e  numbers caught i n  hauls with the  midwater trawl due t o  es. , 

through the  meshes, but beach seine catches inshore mere a l s o  ,poor. 
impression gained was t h a t  the 1968 yearclass i n  t h e  Rank Stock o f  herr jnp * 

a! r e l a t ive ly  weak one. 

Further to '  the south  modaPlengths were sinii%iar,':to those  :Zn' previous' 
years. ! 0-@up herking 'we% found t o  be exceptionally abundant 'along . the  
E a s t  Angliaii coast, although t h e b  . n u h e r s  i n  . the,  Thames Estuary were: not 2.- 
high as i n  1968. The overa l l  s t rength  o f  the I968 yearclas-s. . in t h e  Downs 
S.to.ck of..herring would therefore seem t o  be as good as, i f  not b e t t e r  ths;z, 
that  of the 1967 yearclass. 

: " :  . - .Sprat .  catckies were generally l i g h t  t o  the north' o f  the mash, but  'much 
b e t t e r .  along'.the .Fast Anglian coast  and fu r the r  sbuthwards. 
sprats 'weke predominant i n  the catches and appeared:.to be 'qu i te '  abundant, 
although ra ther .  thinly scat tered,  over a wide area. The' 1968 spl*at 'yearclass 
therefore  seems to be qui'te'a'  good'one i n :  tlp south, all%kough ' there  was lie1 
t r a c e  .of it ' i n  the  'northe* 'haxf of th' area  'covered,by this cruise. 
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Nii scellaneous 

1. A number o f  herring fmm as wide  a l eng th  range as possible were specis,;' ,_ 

preserved aild bmught back t o  Lowestoft f o r  D r  Tialker. 

Further  samples of 0-group herr ing were col]-ected f o r  t he  Helmintholrg- 
U n i t .  
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R J Wood 
8 July 1969 
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