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Provisional: not t o  be quoted without reference t o  the writer.  

Staff :  - 
C N Humphreys 
R N Tucker 

Aims :  - 

E.V. TELLINA 

lieport f o r  Cruise 7/1969 

Duration: 

3-17 S e p t e d e r  

I. To mark rays i n  the Thames Estuary. 

2. To obta in  data and o t o l i t h s  h r n  any haddock caught. 

Narrative -- 
TELLINA s a i l e d  f r o m  Lowestoft on the mormng t i d e  o f  1030 hours 

3 September and proceeded to the S.T?. Bavrdsey buoy area o f f  Felixstowe. 
Here two trawl hauls  produced moderate catches of ray. 
steamed t o  Felixstowe which was used as a base f o r  the remainder of  the  
cruise. 

The boat then 

During the  next 3 days (4-6 September) hauls were made a t  various 
posi t ions i n  the  North Thames area t o  es tab l i sh  which of the grounds would 
produce the highest catches. 
expectations, however hauls made i n  t h e  E a s t  Swin v i c i n i t y  were ra ther  
b e t t e r ,  and it was decided t h a t  fu ture  f i sh ing  should be concentrated i n  
t h a t  area. 

Generally ray f i sh ing  was found t o  be below 

On 7, 8 and 9 Septeniber, reasonable catches of my were mde there, 
However, t o m r d s  the end of t h i s  per iod catches became noticeably smaller, 
probably due t o  increasing t i d e s  and intensive fishing. 
therefore,  t o  give this ground a r e s t ,  f i sh ing  was ca r r i ed  out  i n  the 
v i c i n i t y  of  the TJest Sunk Buoy. 
s t rong cross currents made towing on the r a t h e r  narron piece o f  c l e a r  
ground very d i f f i c u l t :  inevi tab ly  some damage was done t o  the trawl. 

TELLINA steamed t o  Ipswich f o r  improved s h e l t e r  and refucling. 

On the  10 September, 

Here catches were also reasonably good bu t  

Strong S.E. Vinds made f i sh ing  impossible on 11 September, and s o  

On 12 September f i sh ing  was re-comenced i n  the  East Snin and Sunk areas. 
Catches on both grounds were again down and s t r a i g h t  tows m e r e  almost 
impossible owing to  the increasing spring t ides .  It was therefore  decided 
t h a t  the remainder of the c ru ise  should be spent trawling on the more open 
grounds o f f  Felixstowe where the  r i s k  of trawl damage would be considerably 
reduced. 

On I 3  September fog prevented any f i sh ing  and a t  approximately 1800 hours 
the  skipper received a telephone c a l l  from the Marine Superintendent i n s t ruc t -  
i n g  h i m  t o  steam t o  Queensborough f o r  the purpose of towing NUCELLA from there  
t o  Burnham. 
therefore  decided t o  abandon fh r the r  trawling. 

T h i s  work was estimated t o  take a t  least z* t o  3 days and it w a s  
The following morning the 
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s c i e n t i f i c  staff l e f t  the ship t o  r e t u r n  t o  Lowestoft by road. 

I would l i k e  t o  express my p a r t i c u l a r  thanks t o  Mr Vard o f  Whitstable 
who f i rn ished  us w i t h  extremely de ta i led  information concerning the clear 
f i sh ing  grounds i n  the Thames Estuary. 
trawling could not have been done i n  the mea. 

‘irJithout this information suoocssful 

Results 

1. 

2. 

A t o t a l  of 350 R. _I_- clavata  and 3 R2&t&S were tagged. 

No haddock were caught on any of  the grounds fished. 

3. Samples of o-group whiting and R. c lavs ta  mere bmught back 
f o r  fu r the r  examination. 

C NHumphreys 
16.9.69 

Seen i n  draf t :  VB, W L  

Distribution: - 

Basic l i s t  plus the  following:- 
C M Humphreys (2 copies) 
R N Tucker 
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