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Re J e  'Jood 
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Duration: 

27th July-16th August 0 
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the %@ish 
imately the 

20 TO 

investigate t h o  d i s t r ibu t ion  and a73undance of O-group herring along 
east  coast using beach seins ancl zii&mter trawls,  betneen approx- 
Farn Islands i n  the nor th ,  and Dungoness i n  the south, 

co l lec t  smyles of herring f rom the Vash and Thams es tumy f o r  
Dr .  K h d i l  (Comonwezlth Bureau of Helminthology) 

Marrat ive : 

TXLLINA sa i led  frorn Lowestoft a t  1140 hours on 27th July and made a good 
passage northmrds,  reaching Amble a t  1430 hours next day. 
s i x  days,fishing nas car r ied  out  a t  various l o c a l i t i e s  both inshore with the 
beach seine and shrirnp trawl, and offshorc n i t h  the midmater sprat  trawl, between 
h b l c  and tho :;!ash. 
TELLINA sa i led  acain 2.t 0915 hours on 5th August and continued the vorlc south- 
wards as far as Hastings. 
cruise  due t o  the breakdown.of the dinghy outbomd motor. Attenpts t o  have t h i s  
r e c t i f i e d  both In  Dover and Ramsgate proved unsuccessful and TELLDTA returned t o  
Lowestoft at  2130 hours on 10th August. During tlic following s i x  dwsp work was 
car r ied  out  from Loncstoft on a dai ly  bc?siss and bscause o f  thc oxccptionally 
f i n e  weathor snjoyod f o r  nearly the whole o f  t h i s  cruise ,  the progrxmc vas c o w  
pleted by thc evening of 16th August. 

During the following 

' E U I P T A  roturned t o  Lovcstoft a t  1910 hours on 3rd August. 

Beach soining was r e s t r i c t ed  during t h i s  part  of the 

Results : 
. .  

1,. I n  thc coastal  nators  of  thc nortlicrn region9 the ovcrall  abundancc of  
both autumn spamcd %group herring and sprats vas found t o  bc lovq i n  f ac t  t o  
thc nort!? of thc Tyne and south of  Bridlington, both wcrc cxtrernely scarce. 
Thcrc was a lso  a gcncral lcck o f  ccho t racc inshorc along most of thc north 
cas t  coast although good t'plumcll traces viere sccn a fen m i l c s  offshore bctwcon 
Sundcrland and Blyth, An attempt t o  sam2lc those n i t h  thc midvmter sprat  trawl, 
provcd unsucccssful 8s a l l  shoals avoided the ncts quite cas i ly ,  thus indicating 
t h a t  thcy wcre probably composcd of f a i r l y  largo f i s h ,  
would seem tha t  thc 1966 year c lass  i n  thc Bank hcrring stock i s  2 poor onc, and 
t h a t  spra t  conccntrations i n  the ?ash t h i s  nintor,  m y  again bc l c s s  p l cn t i fu l  
f o r  thc sccond successive par. 

On t h i s  cvidcnco it 

The contrast  i n  thc southorn rcg ion  R ~ S  cxtrcrncly marked. From j u s t  north 
of  Grcat Yarmouth t o  3ungcnosa, f i s h  echo tram 17as almost continuous i n  tho 
coastal  waters and. a l s o  across thc Thamcs estuary. 
t o  be m5iinly associated n i t h  a very abundant sprat  ycar c l a s s  (? 1967 ycm c lass ) ,  
winter rrpawncd 0-group hcrring vcrc a lso prcsent i n  considcrablc numbcrs and 
wppcarcd t o  be at l e a s t  2-3 timas more nwerous than i n  thc prcvious two ycars. 
This was most cncourctging and may indicztc somc rccovcry by thc Donns hcrring 
stock, par t icu la- ly  thc Channcl spawning conponcnt. 

Although t h i s  t racc  via8 found 
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Furthcr obscrvcttions wcrc msdc on thc incrcaso i n  s izc  of both spra ts  and 

2. 

0-group hcrring n i t h  incrcasing d-cpth m'd distencc from thc shorc e 

collcctcd for Dr.  IChalil from thc Thmcs cst.u,.ry, 
Although no hcrring vcrc caught i n  thc ?ash, scvcral samplcs wore 
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