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R.V, TELLINA

Roport of Cruisc 7a/67

Staffs Durations
R. J. Wood 27th July-16th August.
T . J . Hulme !

Aims: |

1, To investigate the distribution and abundance of O-group herring along
the English east coast, using beach seine and midwater trawls, between approx—
imately the Farn Islands in the north, and Dungencss in the south,

2, To collect samples of herring from the Vash and Thames estuary for
Dr. Khalil (Commonwealth Bureau of Helminthology).

Narrative:

TULLITA sailed from Lowestoft at 1140 hours on 27th July and made a good
passage northwards, reaching Amble at 1430 hours next day. During the following
six days, fishing was carried out at various localities both inshore with the
beach seine and shrimp trawl, and offshore with the midwater sprat trawl, betwegen
Amble and the Tash. TELLINA roturned to Lowestoft at 1910 hours on 3rd August.
TELLINA sailed again ot 0915 hours on 5th August and continued the work south-
wards as far as Hastings. Beach seining was restricted during this part of the
cruisc due to the brealdown of the dinghy outboard motor. Attempts to have this
rectified both in Dover and Ramsgate proved unsuccessful and TELLINA returned to
Lowestoft at 2130 hours on 10th August. During the following six days, work was
carried out from Lowcstoft on a daily basis, and because of the oxceptionally
fine weather enjoyed for nearly the whole of this cruise, the prograﬂmo was com—
pleted by the cvening of 16th August.

Results:

1. In the coastal waters of the northern region, the overall abundance. of
both autumn spawned O~group herring and sprats was found to be lowy in fact to
the north of tho Tyne and south of Bridlington, both wore cxtremely scarce.
Thero was also a gencral lack of ccho trace inshorc along most of thc north
cast coast although good "plume" traces were secn a fow miles offshore between -
Sunderland and Blyth, An attempt to sample these with the midwater sprat trawl,
proved unsuccessful as all shoals avoided the ncts quite casily, thus indicating
that they wore probably composed of fairly large fish., On this ovidence it
would scom that the 1966 year class in the Bank herring stock is a poor onc, and
that sprat concentrations in the Yash this winter, may again be less plentiful
for the sccond successive year.

The contrast in the southorn rcgion was oxtremcly mared. From just north
of Great Yarmouth to Dungcness, fish ccho triee was almost continuous in the
coastal waters and zlso across the Thames estuary. Although this trace was found
to be mainly associatod with a very abundant sprat ycar class (? 1967 ycar class),
winter spawncd O-group herring were also present in considerable numbers and
appcarcd to be at loast 2~3 times more numcrous than in tho prcvious two ycars,
This was most cncouraging and may indicate somc re¢overy by the Downs horring
stock, particulerly the Channcl spawning componcnts
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Further obscrvations wecre made on the incrcasc in sizc of both sprats and

O-group horring with-increasing depth and distance from the shore,

2. Although no herring werce caught in. the 7ash, soveral samples ware
collcctod for Dr, Khalil from the Thamcs cstuary.
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