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MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES AND FOOD 
FISHERIES LaBORAMRY, LOflSTOFT, SUFFOLK, ENGLAND 

1978 RESEARCH VESSEL PROGRAMME 

REPORT : RV TELLINA: CRUISE 1 I 
(PROVISIONAL: Not t o  be quoted without p r i o r  reference t o  the author)  

STAFF 
0 

T W Boon ( N I C )  
S Warnes 

DURATION 

Sa i led  from Lowestoft 1000 h I 0  November 
Docked Lowestoft 1420 h 30 November 

LOCALITY 

Thames Estuary 

AIMS 

1. To inves t iga t e  the  dis t r ibi  t i o n  and abundance of ad1 It her r ing  of the 
Thames Estuary stock i n  a reas  not  covered by the  present commercial 
f i shery ,  

2. To inves t iga t e  the d i s t r i b u t i o n  and abundance o f  juveni le  her r ing  of 
t he  Thames Estuary stock, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  the  a rea  of  the  commercial 
w h i  t e b a i t  f i s h e r y  . 

NBRRATIVE 

After leaving  Lowestoft TELLINA rendezvoused with GLIONE 14 miles off 
Orford Ness where fou r  'winkie' lights were passed over. Because of this 
detour the re  was i n s u f f i c i e n t  time f o r  t rawling and passage w a s  made f o r  
t he  south s i d e  of the Thames Estuary where, due t o  th i ck  fog, the vesse l  
was anchored f o r  the n ight  i n  Margate Roads. k r i n g  t h e  next nine days, 
f o u r  o f  which mere l o s t  due t o  bad weather, working from Ramsgate and 
Gillingham, twelve s t a t i o n s  using the B o r i s  midwater sprat t r a w l  were 
completed i n  the southern ou te r  reaches and the  inne r  reaches o f  t h e  
Estuary. 
Medway. 
one trawl s t a t i o n  completed i n  the  East Smin. 
Suffolk Yacht Harbour on 21 November and the mid-trip break w a s  taken 
u n t i l  24 November when the  ship moved t o  Felixstowe f o r  t h e  night.  

One abor t ive  attempt was made a t  using d r i f t  nets i n  the  
On 20 November passage was made f r o m  Gillingham t o  Ipswich and 

TELLIN4 docked a t  the  

A f t e r  this, working from Ipswich, only two days gave su i t ab le  condi- 
t i o n s  when two t r a w l  s t a t i o n s  were made i n  the  iiallet and two i n  t h e  
northern outer  reaches of the  Estuary. 
unworkable conditions TELLINA returned t o  Lowestoft on 30 November. 

RESULTS 

Nith poor weather fo recas t s  and 

Seventeen trawl s t a t i o n s  and one d r i f t  net station were completed 
giving a sparse coverage of the  Thames Estuary. Reasonable catches of 
a d u l t  her r ing  were made i n  t h e  Leigh Channel, The Varp and the  East S w i n  
and o f  juvenile he r r ing  i n  the  south end of t he  Knock Deep, t he  Leigh 
Channel and The iiarp. 

T V Boon 
5 Deoember 2978 
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