
Problems encountered 
Approximately two days were lost due to bad weather. Apart from two small tears 
there was no gear damage. 
Station coverage 
A total of 34 tows were completed, including 3 foul hauls. Two days were spent in the 
eastern Irish Sea, the rest of the available time was spent in the west. A reasonably 
good coverage was achieved. Figure 1 shows the station positions 
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Figure 1. Station positions. The numbers refer to the haul numbers, crosses indicate 
foul hauls. 
 
Sampling targets 
The distribution of the catches is indicated in Figure 2. Cod were caught in low 
numbers but were present at nearly all stations and catches appeared higher than in 
recent years. Haddock were nearly absent in the eastern Irish Sea. Whiting were 
caught in large numbers throughout. Plaice were caught in large numbers and showed 
strong spatial patterns in the sex ratio as well as the maturity stages. Herring were 
encountered in large numbers at some stations; other pelagics were rare in the catches. 
The sampling strategy for biological samples (weight, sex, maturity and age) was 
changed from target numbers per length class by stratum, to targets of one fish per 
length class for each station (or all fish if catches were low). This was done to ensure 
a spatially more balanced sampling regime. The catch numbers, numbers measured 
and the biological sample numbers are given in Table 1. Overall, more than 40.000 


