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I.3. CRUISE TRACK (V.Ivanov, SAMS) 

The icebreaker Kapitan Dranitsyn left Kirkenes, Norway, at 6 p.m. local time on October 2, 2008, after 
loading/mounting the equipment and embarkation of the expedition team. The research area included the 
Eurasian continental margin from Spitsbergen to the East Siberian Sea (Figure I.3.1).  
 

 
 

Figure I.3.1: NABOS 2008 cruise map 
 
 
The operation area partly overlapped the Russian Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). By the beginning of the 
cruise, permission for work within the EEZ had not been granted. Hence, the work started at the mooring site 
M1 outside the Russian EEZ (Figure I.3.2). On October 7, the vessel arrived at the M1 location. An attempt 
to recover the mooring failed due to malfunctioning of the release. An additional attempt with the other 
release was not taken because of coming dusk and heavy ice conditions. During October 7 and 8, the northern 
part of transect A (five stations, Figure I.3.2) was accomplished. Operations at the transect B started late at 
night on October 10 and continued during the next three days. On October 11, permission for operations 
within the Russian EEZ was received. Ten stations were carried out, including a 12-hour shelf station at the 
southernmost end of this transect. Two moorings at this transect (M8 and M3) did not respond to acoustic 
signals and were abandoned. The easternmost transect C, containing eight stations, was occupied within 
October, 13–16. Two moorings (M10 and M9) were recovered and one mooring (M9) was re-deployed. 
During October 18–19, the southern part of the transect A was accomplished and the M1 mooring was 
deployed. Another attempt to recover the M1 mooring was not taken because of 100% ice concentration (no 
leads) and coming dusk. Three days, October 21–23, were spent to recover two moorings (M5 and M6) and to 
carry out nine stations along the D transect northeast of the Severnaya Zemlya Archipelago.  


