
A pre-deployment CTD cast was recorded at 18:05 at Site B. The ADCP frame was released 
at 16:17. The canister containing the rope was lost during recovery. Not all the rope had 
streamed out when the instrument frame was released from the lander and became tangled. 
The canister was most likely lost overboard as the rope was cut.  The line to the lander also 
got wrapped around the rudder which took nearly 25 minutes to free. The frame was 
eventually on deck at 18:45. The new frame was deployed at 19:00.  
 
Wind and wave conditions (1m+) were not suitable for recovery of the SmartBuoy. The 
Prince Madog therefore headed back towards the Mersey and entered the lock at Birkenhead 
at 22:00. The ships ADCP and Enviro systems were switched off at 21:38 on 12/08/2010. 
The Prince Madog was tied up at Vittoria docks at 23:00. Unloading was completed between 
07:00 and 08:00 on 13/08/10. 
 
Given the conditions (persistent north-westerly winds and heavy swell) the cruise was 
successful. With the exception of two stations (22 and 23), a full set of CTD casts and 
samples were collected. Both the ADCP and SmartBuoy at Site A, and the ADCP frame at 
Site B were serviced. Only recovery and redeployment of the SmartBuoy at Site B and 
zooplankton net hauls at Site A were not possible.   
 

 
Coastal Observatory Cruise #71 track 

 
 
 

 

 


