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MRV Scotia 
 
Survey 0914S 
 
PROGRAMME 
 
20-24 July 2014 
 
Ports 

 
Loading: Aberdeen, 17 July, 2014 
Unloading: Aberdeen, 24 July 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Personnel 
 
M Robertson  (SIC) 
R O’Hara Murray 
J Dunn  
E Armstrong 
M Geldart 
D Lee 
B Scott   Aberdeen University  
J Waggitt  Aberdeen University  
L Williamson  Aberdeen University 
C Cronin  JNCC 
S Thomas  JNCC 
  
Estimated days by project: 5 days – SP01u (20109) 
 
Gear 
AWAC mooring hardware and instrumentation 
EK60 
Water bottle carousel 
Towed Body  
Seabird 25 CTD fitted with FLNTU device 
Chlorophyll filtration equipment 
SCANMAR depth units 
Bird observation box (x2) 

In setting the cruise programme and specific objectives, etc the Scientist-in-Charge 
needs to be aware of the restrictions on working hours and the need to build in adequate 
rest days and rest breaks as set out in Marine Scotland’s Working Time Policy (Lab 
Notice 34/03).  In addition, the Scientist-in-Charge must formally review the risk 
assessments for the cruise with staff on-board before work is commenced. 
 
In the interest of efficient data management it is now mandatory to return the Cruise 
Report, to I Gibb and the Cruise Summary Report (old ROSCOP form) to M Geldart, 
within four weeks of a cruise ending.  In the case of the Cruise Summary Report a nil 
return is required, if appropriate. 
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Objectives 
 
1. To deploy an AWAC mooring at position 56º 13.291185´N 02º 3.739006´W; 
 
2. During daylight hours (approximately 16 hours per day), to carry out bird and marine 

mammal observations along transects running E/W from Firth of Forth.  Positions will be 
provided later; 

 
3. To carry out towed CTD lines along the transects briefly detailed in 2 above; 
 
4. To run the EK60 echosounder along the transect lines briefly detailed in 2 above; 
 
5. To carry out water sampling from the start and end of every transect; 
  
6. To occupy selected stations overnight and collect environmental data (temperature, 

salinity, chlorophyll, current speed and direction) by means of ADCP profiles, CTD dips 
and carousel deployments. 

 
Narrative 
 
All staff will join Scotia on the evening of 19 July, allowing the vessel to depart Aberdeen 
Harbour as early as possible on the morning of 20 July.  After the completion of safety drills, 
exercises and gear testing off Stonehaven, Scotia will make her way to a position at the Firth of 
Forth where the towed body with mounted CTD will be deployed.  The vessel will then steam 
east and make for the mooring position.  A vertical CTD cast and water sampling will be carried 
out at this site and the AWAC mooring laid. 
 
On completion of these tasks, Scotia will steam along transect lines logging data on the towed 
CTD and from the EK60 echosounder and collecting water samples from the start and end of 
the transect.  As daylight drops below levels required for effective seabird and marine mammal 
observation, Scotia will stop and remain on station overnight, position to be decided at the time, 
collecting water samples, CTD and ADCP data. 
  
The following morning, Scotia will deploy the towed body and recommence EK60 and CTD data 
collection, bird/mammal observations and water sampling along further transect lines.  This 
sequence of working along transects during daylight and sampling at a fixed station overnight 
will continue until 23 July when Scotia will stop all scientific work and return to Aberdeen, 
docking early on the morning of 24 July.  Scientific equipment and samples will be offloaded and 
scientific crew will depart the vessel. 
 
Normal cantacts will be maintained with the laboratory. 
 
 
 
Submitted:      Approved:  
M R Robertson     I Gibb 
16 July 2014      16 July 2014 
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