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MINISTRY OF BGRICULTURE, FISHEXfIES AND FOOD 
FISRERIES LSSOIUTORY, LQ' .TSTOFTt SUFFOLK, ENGLAND 

I 970 RESEARCH TrESSELL PROG- 

REPORT: RV C I R O M A :  CRUISE 5 

(PROVISIONkiL; Not t o  be quoted without p r i o r  reference t o  the  author) 

STAE'F 

H PI H i l l  
S H Holford 
14 R Vince 
R L Keable 

DURATION 

Left  Grimsby 15.50 hours 26 November 

Arrived Hull 21.45 hours 3 December 

A11 times are S r i t i s h  Stt.ndard T ime  

LOCALITY 

I r i s h  Sea 

AIMS 

To attempt recovery of the  Plessey 
a t  S t a t i o n  L (Decca Posi t ion Red G 
on Cruise 12/70. 

current  meter r ig  l e f t  by RV CLIONE 
9.86, Green fi  46.04, Purple A 51.03) 

NARRATIVE 

CIROLANA l e f t  Grimsby a t  15.50 hours on 26 November and anchored i n  the  
Grimsby Roads u n t i l  the  f o l l a i n g  morning because of th ick  fog. She 
sailed at 05.20 hours f o r  Holyhead a r r i v i n g  a t  08.45 hours 29 November 
vhere the  s c i e n t i f i c  staff embarked from the herbour launch. CIROLANA 
then proceeded t o  the  reDorted pos i t ion  of the  l o s t  current  meter r i g  
and anchored on the  p o s i t i o n a t  11.55 hours a t  approximately high v r t e r  
slack, X search was carried out from C I R O M A ,  and from the rubber 
dinghy with the  three  d ivers  aboard i n  a s l i g h t  sea  with l i g h t  winds 
u n t i l  14.00 hours when CIROUiNA began a g r i d  search a t  approximately 
200 m i n t e r v c l s  over an a rea  1' n. miles by 1 n. m i l e  centred on the  
reported pos i t ion  of the S t e t i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  account f o r  any possible  
inaccuracy i n  the  Decca equipment o r  discrepancy between the Decca 
eqhipment of CLIONE and CIROLANA. The search vas continued u n t i l  
dusk a t  17.30 hours, mhen CIROLSFNA anchored f o r  t he  night on the  
reported posi t ion.  

Since it appeared t h a t ,  i f  the  p e l l e t  was s t i l l  i n  pos i t ion ,  i t  t:ould 
not be seen e i t h e r  a t  high water s lack  o r  during the  s t rong  t i d a l  
streams, a f u r t h e r  search was car r ied  out a t  first l i g h t ,  08.30 hours, on 
30 November about 14 hours after the  observed low water s lack i n  a 
moderate sea with a 20 knot n o r t h  wester ly  aind. It WES noticed t h a t  the  
periods of s lack  t i d e  iyere cons is ten t ly  1 hour t o  18 hours l a te r  than the 
t i d e  t a b l e  predict ions.  
when CIROLANX weigh6d.anchored and again s$&@&dce close g r i d  around the 
reported pos i t ion  before s e t t i n g  a sub-surff%ae 15ne at 20 fcithoms 
betiieen two weighlet  p e l l e t  l i n e s  i n  a s e r i e s  of attempts t o  hook the  l i n e  
around the sub-surface f l o a t  using the t i d a l  streams. 
again anchored on the reported pos i t ion  f o r  the  night having obtained 

No t r & c e  of the  p e l l e t  R ~ S  found by 09.45 hours 
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permission from t h e  Laboretory t o  remain i n  t h e  a r e a  f o r  an e x t r a  day. 

I n  a freshening wind, during t h e  night et 04.50 hours, CIROLANA dragged 
he r  anchor which vas then weighed and the  s h i p  l a y  u n t i l  08.00 hours 
1 December dodging up t o  the  reported pos i t i on  agcin a t  first l i g h t .  A 
marker p e l l e t  was l a i d  End the  s h i p  anchored again t o  yrovide reference 
7 o i n t s  f o r  t h e  d i v e r s  t o  conduct an under e t e r  search around the  
reported position.. Hoaever, boththe s h i p  and t h e  m a k e r  p e l l e t  drLgged 
t h e i r  Enchors i n  t h e  s t rong  t i d e  and Force 6 wind, and 1 , i t h  the  v;ind s t i l l  
freshening and an increasing sea  t h e  decision 17~s taken j o i n t l y  by the  
Captcin and X I C  t o  cancel the  d iv ing  operction i n  accordance wi th  the  
N I C ' s  Diving Ins t ruc t ions ,  a t  10.30 hours. 

The recovery attempts uere  continued :,it11 the  vieighted sub-surface p e l l e t  
l i n e  u n t i l  16.20 hours PTithout success,  when the  s h i p  s a i l e d  f o r  Holy- 
head where the  s c i e n t i f i c  staff were put ashore v i a  the  harbour launch 
b i t h  t h e  d iv ing  equipment a t  12.30 hours. 

CIROLCLNR continued t o  Hull a r r i v i n g  et 21.45 hours on 3 December. 

RESULTS 

The search f o r  t h e  p e l l e t  vos hampered t o  some ex ten t  by the  f a c t  t h a t  
both of the  l o ~  water s l acks  each day Rere i n  darkness. 
p e l l e t  was found, b u t  it i s  possible  t h a t  it !as towed under during the  
ma.in t i d a l  streems and Y;as be1ol.i' the  su r f sce  a t  high water. 
l o c a t e  t h e  current  meter r i g  using a f l o e t i n g  l i n e  wese unsuccessful. 

No t r a c e  of t he  

Attempts t o  

. ,! <; ,' 
1 H r H i l l  

7 December 1970 

INITIfiLLED -- 

AJL 

SEEN IT\: DRAF'T 

. EHB I\laster 

, GVA Fishing Skipper 

DISTRIBUTION 

Basic l i s t  

H W H i l l  I .  

B H Holford 
M R TJince 
R L Keable 
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