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AIMS:
To carry out a fishing survey for Mackerel, Scad and Pilchaid.

NARRATIVE:

Due to strong adverse winds CTROLANA was prevented from leaving Royal Deck
wntil the” mond:ne tide of 24 November when she sailed for Shetland. With the
excapt.ion '0f 27 November when conditions moderated suffioiently to enablw.a: -new. LT
trawl warp to be stretched and laid under temsion, no work was poesible prlor
to 30 November, Fishing began MW of Rona on 30 November and continued, 1 December
off St Kilda, and Stanton Banks during the morning of 2 December, Very few
mackerel were found, In the afternoon of 2 December CIROLANA joined the
British freeger fleet fishing NW of Tory Island, where skippers reported good
catches - provided they hit a shoal, CIROLANA made a catch of 108 bagkets’ mad:lm-
largo mackerel in the area and then continued Southwards fishing off the West .
coast of Ireland 3 and 4 Decembex. In this area scad were more abundant than

.mokeml. Fiching in the Celtic See began near Great Sole Bank on 5 December and

continued near Melville, Jones and Nymphe Banks 6~7 December. Mackerel were not
abundant in these areas and those caught were mostly very small, less than 30 om..
Small fish also dominated the mackerel catches off Cornwall 8-12 Docember. Scad
were the most abundant spocles in catches between Eddystone and Start Point,

11 Decembexr. During the evening 10 December, Dr lockwood left CIROLANA off
Falmouth by agents lamnch to attend a MAFP-Industxy consultation meeting in London.
Be rojoined the ship off Falmouth 2330 h 11 December. During his sbeence Mr
Bedford surveyed the area between the Eddystons, Start Féint .gnd Hurd Deep. Due
to gnle-storm force SE winds CIROLANA sought sholter in St Ives Bay during the
morning 13 December but wae forced to leave and steam to Falmouth Bay as the wind
veered to the W - NW during the aftermoon. Contimuing strong winds and poor
forecants meant that there was little chance of further useful work so CIROLANA
left Palmouth Bay 1400 h 14 December and arrived Grimsby 0800 h 16 December,

RESULIS:
1. Mature mackerel were found off the NV coast of Ireland where British,
Dutoh and West Gemn freezera were fish:l.ng Wh:l.le mckerel were widely



distriduted around the Lizard peninsula the vast majority (70-90%) were immature
(less than 30 cm). The best catch of O-group mackexel: (10 bagketa) wvas made off -
SW Ireland., Elsewhere they did not appear- to be-as sbundant as they were in. - -
December 1979 when the last O-group mackerel trip was made.

2. A last minute cruise aim to fish the 1600 Engel trawl with an 80 mm
mesh cod end was not undertaken due to the bad weather-at the end of the ocruise, .
The cod end will be taken to Aberdeen for use on G A REAY 1/82,

3. Ofoliths and measurements were collected, by areas, for all speciea in
which the Laboratory has an assessment interest (Tadble 1), oo T

4, Two samples of 150 fish were frozen for parasite tag studien by I)r
K MacKenzie, Marine laboratory, Aberdesn, One from NW Ireland and another fiom
off Cornwall, BT

5. Assorted emall fish were collected for the Fishery Qfficers fish
identification courses.

6, Approximately 100 kgs of emall gadoids were frogen fop-FCGe~: = v

7. Marginal fin muscles from several specles of flat fish were preserved .. \.
in formalin, and thereéarly stages of an-EM preparation of the.-dorsal £in of .-
Cyclopterus lumpus was completed as part of Dr Greer Walker's.ilateat-studies. -
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OTOLITHS COLLECTED CIROLANA 10/81

ICES WEST CELTIC BCOTH WEST
DIVISION IRELAND SEA ICES DIVISIONS
Via VII e and £
Mackerel 230 - 171 320
Pilchard - - - 142
Scad 13 112 112 246
Haddock 49 - - 21
Blue whiting 57 63 T 43
Saith 23 - - -
Cod g - 1 -
Whiting - - - 97
Bags - - - 2
Measurements only y
Hak / v 7 '
2] Y v .
Lemon Soles - , v
Angler/Monk fish - v o
Y v Ve
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