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DURATION . - e Sgreiiooc

Left Grimsby 0955 h 6 January ' -_ P RS '.‘-:"-_ 7.‘.'
Arrived Grimsby 0541 h 13 January T S
o (a1 times are Greenwich Mean Time) ] e

LOCALITY
Scuthern Bight and eastern Channel - )
ATMS

. . . - -, . '”f-f :\ . a

1. To carry out a survey for herring larvae in the Southern Bight and

eastern Channel as part of an international survey of the abundance

‘and distribution of autumn spawned herring larvee in the North Sea
and adjecent watera. _

2. To meke & mmber of comparative hauls with the Netherlande.research
vessel TRTDENS, in order to obtain further data on the performance of
the English and Dutch versions of the Gulf 111 high~speed planicton
sampler,

3. To obtain samples of herring for age enalysis,
NARRATIVE . . |

CIROLANA sailed from Grimsby at 0955 h 6 January. The high-speed.
plankton sampler was calibrated in. fras flow from 1300-1400 h and the larval
gurvey commenced 2200 h at position 52°15'N 02730!E, - A line of plankton
stations was then worked in a mouthwesterly direction into the eastern
English Channel and a total of 39 stations completed before a. heavy swell
forced CIROLANA to dodge 0900-1300 h 9 January, Sampling wes then continued
and the: remaining 12 stations in the eastern Channel completed by 0212 h
10 January, CIROLANA then moved into the Southern Bight and completed a
further 11 stations by 1817 h that day. 12 comparative plankton hauls were
thgn made gith the Netherlands research vessel TRIDENS between positions
519448 03°121E and 51°36'N 02°57'E, 1935-2250 h. After this the standard
survey grid wvas resumed 2327 h 10 January and the final station completed at
1136 h 12 January, Course was then set for Grimsby where CIROLANA docked
0541 h 135 January. . ' o '




RESULTS

Aim 1. 103 plankton stations were completed with the high-speed sampler
covering the complete area of herring lervai:distribution in both the:sastern
" Channel and Southern Bight:: Although larvaerwere. found at.a- number of stationa
in the Channel deneities appeared to be low. In the Southern B:Lght a pa.tch
of larvae was located and densities were much:higheys: «uoy - -0 77w

Aim 2, 12 comparative hauls were made with the Netherlands- reaea.rch vease&
TRIDENS.within.the laxryal.patch-in-the Sohtl;aern Bightsy . - a0

Aim 3. No fishing was carried out during this cruise owing to a lack of.fish
echo traces in water of sufficient depth for midwater trawling.
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