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14th February-15th March, 1966

Objectives Ballantrae Bank herring egg survey.

The grab survey was begun on 14th Pebruary at the position where
herring spawn was found in 1965. No eggs were taken in the grab samples
at this position and the survey was extended over a wider area of the Bank.
On 16th February a small patch of eggs was located near the southern edge
of the 1965 patch position. The eggs, which were in an advanced stage of
development, were sparsely spread, in a single layer, over an area of
about 20 yds by 10 yds. Mogt of these eggs had hatched by 22nd February.
Between 16th and 24th FPebruary the grab survey over the Bank was continued
bubt no additional patches of spawn were located. On 24th Pebruary two
small patches of spawn, about % mile apart, were found within the area
occupied by the 1965 patch. The eggs in these patches were at a very
early stage of development and, therefore, had been recently deposited.

During the 3rd week a much larger patch of spawn was located which
included the two small patches found during the previous week. This
patch was delimited by taking grab samples across it. The results
indicate that a conbinuous patch of spawn stretched for 1% miles in a
north/%outh direction and about 2 mile in an cast fwest direction. This

was considerably larger than the pateh located in 1965,

Divers were able to collect samples of spawn and carry out some
photography. No herring were observeds the only fish seen were
two plaice.

A few larvae were obtained over the patch at the end of the Lth week
and the main hatching occurred about the 13th March.

A hydrographic survey of Ballantrae Bank was made on the 8th March,
ghe temgerature ranges at the surface were 6.6~7.1° and for the hottom
o6“6o8 C.

On the 23rd February a sample of fish was taken by trammel net to
provide gonad material for Mr. Blaxter.
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