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Loft Lowestoft 1030 h 7 September
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3. To repeat part of the Irish Sea groundfish survey in Cardigan .’_‘

4. To complete the groundfish survey in the Celtic:Sea-s
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NARRATIVE: .

oAl The:Irish:Sea gadoid survey commenced at-1300-h .9 Septémber off Tuskar-Rocks,
Eire, 1and-tontinued unihterrupted untii:docking et Peel' foi: water, stérés and
change of scientific staff at 1240 h 17 September. All the stations ih~the-‘southern
Irich Sea and to the west of the Isle of Man had been completed. On leaving Peel
at:0830:h -19 September; 2°hauls were imde:10:miles west of ths Chickens-Rock to
obtain Nephrops for biometric analyses but attempis to-weigh' individual ‘Nephiope at
anchor in Castletown Bay were unsuccessful. CLIZNE, therefore, proceeded to the
east-of the-Isle.ef Man.andj despite short:dalays on theT20th and 21et due fo strong
to gale force SW winds, the Irish Sea survey was completed at 1830-h--2%.September.
Course was set for the Celtic Sea but, with increasing S to SW winds, CLIONE sought
shelter in fishguard Bay on the 24th., In view of the forecast of continued bad
weather, it was decided on 25 September to abandon the Celtic Sea survey and
proceed direct to Lowestoft,
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RESUITS: AN M BIIATINTY  STUTAULIONG T Y Y
Aim 1. The 32 routine statlons,yetratified by-area-and depth,.produced 1341

O-group and 262 1-group whiting but only 8 O-group and 25 1-group cod.
Provisional numbers per 1 hours fishing are given-in the follewing: tablei. ..,
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These results confirm the conclusion’ fyohm'last yéa¥s survey: that the 1981
year class of cod was poor. They also ipdicate:that the 1962 year clagses
of both cod and whiting are below average. ' ’
PO
As well as the routine stations, 15 additional trawl, hauls;were.carried out
in the northern Irish Sea. Catches from all hauls were generally light, the
main species mumerically being the small gadoids, Trisopterus minutus and -~ -
i»:T luscus. rGood hauls of; spurdog (up. to.1] basketa] weze made off, the west
coant of the Isle of Man and lesser spotted dogfish (5 baskets), .pouth of
Arklow Bank, Eire; 10 baskets of queen scallops were taken 17 miles off
_DPougles; Head... Dtoliths.were. colleoted: £rom, 709, fish. in- connection with the
pre-recruit gadoid assessment and to augment.the routine market. sampling

programme.
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Saﬁ:ples of Nephrops from west of the Isle of Man and from off Cumbria were
rdeepfrozen for, later bigmetric apalyses.and-for fecundity: stpdies.:

Aim 2, Stomach contents of 2028 fish from 28 specles were examined. Ag in
previous. surveys,. the main.foodscomponent: was cruatacean and, 1ittle evidence
of predation on the young of commercial fish was chbtained.
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