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MINISTRY OF RGRICIJLWRE, FISTIEBIES & FOOD, 
FISHERIES LRBOhiTORY, LOb?ESTOFT SUFFOLK, ENGLAND 

1975 RESEARCH VESSEL PROGRANIU3 

RIPORT:. ‘RV CLICNE: CRTJISE 15. 

B Braithwaite 
DURATION 

Left Lowestoft 0930 h 20 October Arrived Lowest’oft 0930 h 6 MovembEr - 
LOCRLITY 

NE Coast : Farn Deeps 

AIMS 

1. To survey Nephrops d is t r ibu t ion  & abundance i n  t h e  f i shery  o f f  t he  
Northumberland coast. 

2. T a g  & re lease 1000 Nephrops. 

3 .  Diurnal series of hauls at spring & neap t ides .  

4. f i t e n d  present information on Nephrops predation by demersal f ish.  

5 .  Collect samples of  10 f i s h  species f o r  chemistm section, Burnham 
( D r  Portmann) . 
M e n d  knowledge of sediment properties,  south o f  River M e .  6. 

7. Sample Pandalid shrimps i n  cod-end cover. 

8. Obtain l i gh t  values at the  seabed. 

9. Service hydrographic data  buoys along N E coast 

NMRATIVE 

Sc ien t i f i c  staff t rave l led  from Burnham & Grimsby t o  jo in  the  sh ip  on 19 October 
i n  readiness f o r  departure t h e  following morning. 
0930h 20 October & reached t h e  Farn Deeps a rea  f o r  dawn the  next day. 
new t r a w l ,  b r id l e s  & spreaders absorbed most o f  21 October, but t h e  gear w a s  
working w e l l  before predicted ga le  force  winds arr ived,  la te  on 22 October. 
w a s  again in te r rupted  during 23 October & t he  ship dodged overnight before 
continuing t h e  Nephrops surVeTr & docking at North Shields, 1300h 24 October. 
Replacement b r id l e s  were ordered & RSG staff ( R e a d  & Braithwaite) were aboard 
when the  ship s a i l e d  at 1430 h t o  service the  Tyne data buoy before dark, 

RV CLIONE sa i l ed  on schedule 
Se t t ing  up 

Work 



CLIONEl steamed overnight t o  service JONSIS I & I1 at Flamborough & returned 
overnight f o r  hydrographic s t a t ion  & seabed d r i f t e r  release at the  Tyne,  then 
continued trawling u n t i l  docking at N Shields again at 1800h 26 October. RSG 
s t a f f  went ashore, f i s h  samples were despatched t o  Burnham, new br id les  were 
delivered, and s h p ' s  s tores  taken. D r  Edwards was on board t o  sail at l5OOh 
27 October, 

I n  continued good weather, the major aims of t he  cruise  were substant ia l ly  
completed by 4 November & there was time i n  hand t o  extend t h e  Nephrops survey 
northwards pas t  Amble. The second diurnal se r ies  of trawl hauls w a s  abandoned 
a f t e r  1 2  hours on 5 November, when an unmarked wreck caused extensive gear 
damage. Having advised Lowestoft, t he  cruise was terminated on 5 November i n  
order tha t  D r  Mwards could be put ashore at Whitby & the s h p  could follow up 
a reported sighting of a M,W buoy & check the  lccat ion of JONSIS I & 11. The 
ship docked at Lowestoft ct CS3Ch on 6 November. 

RXSULTS 

A i m  1: 
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Completed as p l m e d .  
i n  order t c  survey thc  d is t r ibu t ion  & abundance of t h e  Neshrops popul2.- 
t ion.  8830 individuals were mezsured & sexed; t o t a l  count fo r  the  survey 

33 t r z w l  s ta t ions  were completed without incident 

W a s  23450 NCphX'GpS.  

2. Completed 2s planned. 989 Nephrops w e r e  me?sured, sexed 8i claw tagged, 
then released outside the  area of maximum f i sh ing  ef for t .  

One diurncl s e r i e s  w a s  completed; the seccnd w a s  terminated at 1 2  hours. 
Results w i l l  be examined at Burnham 

3. 

4. Cod w e r e  not abundant, but a l l  those takon w e r e  examined f o r  stomach 
contents & Y ~ e p h r ~ p s  prey were measured & sexed. 

5. Samples cf cod, haddock, whiting, plaice,  lemon soles,  rays, spurdogs, 
herrings, sprc?;s, witches, horse mackerel, gurnards & Norway pGut were 
frozen f o r  D r  Portmnnn, Burnham. 

6. 31 sediment s t a t i cns  were worked & rep l ica te  smples  frozen fo r  orgmics  
& grain s ize  anclysis at Burnhm. 

7.  16 x 4lb samples of Pandalid shrimp were preserved f o r  subsequent measur- 
ing Lk sexing. 

Lizht values at t he  sczbed could not be obtained because the measuring 
instrument would no t  reach & hold bottom i n  deep water at spring t i des ,  

The h.ydrographic dz ta  buoys were serviced as planncd. 

8.  

9. 

I Peter LJarren 
Naturalist  i n  charge _ _  
20 November 1975 
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