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MINISTHY oF AGRICULTURE FISHERIES AND FDOD s
FTSHERIES LKBORATOHY LOWESTOFT SUFTOLK ENGLAND

1985 RESEARCH VESSEL PRDGRAMMEf

REPOBT' HV CLIONE CRUISE 15 S ’ : e
(PROVISIONAL: Not t6'be quoted’ witholit' prlor reference to the author)
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g Arrived Lowestoft 0830 h 19 December

LOCALITY

1. To carry out an acoustis” survey for pelag1c epeclee in the Weatern
_Channel using the Scottish towed body and QNII/QD Simrad integrator .
. ;,eyeteme. This will concentrate on the Lyme Bav-Eddvetone region and 1f
“ﬂhtlme and weather permlt extend offshore to the Hurd Déep erea.,f

2,7°16 identify and eample any major pelag;c flsh concentrations ueing & ?
midwater trawl. =

3. *To obtaln pelagic epeclee for biologlcal eampling and for the leh
. 1dentification coureee. o S e
41__To°dep70y and retrieve a, two current meter mooring. at poeition 50 37'N
"7 00°45'W (about 6% miles mouth of Selsey Bill).

T Do

v

CLIONE sailed from Lowestoft at 110Ch on 7 December and made passage to
the English Channel where an attempt was made to deploy the current meters
on the morning of '8 Décember. This operation had to be postponed due to
rapidly deteriorating weather and shelter sought in Sandown Bay, Isle.of .
Wight, to await an 1mprevemen3 The. metere were. eventuale laid at 0930 h
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~—=> on 10 December in position 50 37'N 00° 45=w Thé vessel then proceeded to
Weymouth Bay where anchorage was made later that day to launch the towed
body and carry out calibrations on the acoustic survey equipment. These
were completed by 2100 h and the acoustic survey grid commenced at 2220 h .
on 10 December near Portiand Bill, The survey then continued to cover the
ILyme Bay area over the following two days, extending offshorg to, 50010'N
Later on 12 December the grid extended further west. along 50°N 1at1tude i
between Start Point and the Manacles area (5OW) However, the weather again
deteriorated with the development of a south westerly gale durlng the morning
of 13 December and the survey had to be broken off with a return to Start Point



and anchorage in Torbay, CLIONE remained at anchor here throughout the

14 December, with a southerly gale with winds. up to 50 knots. Anchor was
raised at 0830 h on 15 December and the acoustic survey resumed. A return
eastwarde was then made since a severe south easterly gale was forecast,

The survey covered the coastal waters between Weymouth and the Isle of Wight,
including Poole Bay, and anchorage was made in the Solent off Vammouth, I.0.W.,
at 2015 h that evening., The following day was spent at anchor awaiting
improvement in the weather, and further calibration checks were then ca.rr:Led
out on ‘the aboustic equlpment

Anchor was raised at 0830 h on 17 December, and in view of the continuing
bad weather forecast, passage was made around the south gide of the Isle of
Wight to the current meter station in order to raise it that day. An acous-
tic survey wae carried out en route, The towed body waa brought on board at
1445 h and the current meter rig retrieved between 1530-1600 h,.

CLIONE then proceeded eastwards towards the Straits of Dover, and anchored

in Margate Roada at 1045 h on 18 December when a southerly gale developed.

This later became more easterly and forced abandonment of the anchorage and
dodging for the remainder of that day, Overnight passage was made to

Lowestoft where CLIONE docked at 0830 h on 19 Dece:pber. o .
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RESULTS

A total of 647 nautical miles were acoustically integrated mainly covering
the Lyme Bay area between Start Point and Portland Bill, extending up to

30 milea off the coast, with a2 limited grid further weet between Start Point
and the Manecles area eouth of Falmouth, The coastal waters between Portland
Bill and the Isle of Wé.?ght, inoluding Poole Bay, were also covered,.

Very little pela,g:lrc tra.ce wa.e recorded in the Lyme Bav region a.nd the coe.eta.l
area further east, The local vesgels had malnly given up spra.t fishing since
it appeared that” the dense shoals which had been éxploited very close inshore
some two weeks earlier had moved elsewhere and in spite of intensive searching
by the local fleet they had failed@ to locate the shoals. -
The most substantial traces found were very close to the sea bed between 6.

and 12 miles south from Salcombe and contact with Véssels who hid been
working in this area established they were probably’ horse mackerel. .

The prevaillng bed wea.ther severely cu.r‘t‘a.iled the survey a.nd no flshing was
carried out.

A current meter rig was deployed south of Selsey Bill and retrieved after
being in position for just over 7 days.
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