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MIMSTRY OF AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES AND FOOD 
FISHERIES LABORATORY, LOWSTOFT, SUFFOLK, ENGLAND 

1977 R B S W C H  VESSEL PROGFUMIG 

REPORT: RV CLIONE: CRUISE 1 
(PROVISIONAL: Not t o  be quoted without p r i o r  reference t o  t h e  author)  

STAFF. 

R J Wood 
J Dann 
Mrs i i  A Dawson 
s 'Warnes 
Mrs T E Benford 

DURATION 

L e f t  Lowestoft lOOOh 7 January 
Arr ived Lowestoft lO3Oh 24 January 
All t imes a r e  Greenwich hlean Time 

LOCALITY 

North I r i s h  Sea, ea s t e rn  English Channel 

AIMS 

1. To i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  and abundance of  Autumn-spawned 
he r r ing  l a r v a e  i n  t h e  nor th  I r i s h  Sea. 

2. To i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  and abundance of 1 and 2 r i n g  
juveni le  he r r ing  i n  t h e  nor th  I r i s h  Sea. 

W T I V E  

RV CLIONE: s a i l e d  from Lowestoft a t  lOOOh 7 January f o r  t h e  I r i s h  
Sea. The 20 inch  high.speed plankton sampler was ca l ib ra t ed  t h e  following 
morning wh i l s t  on passage i n  t h e  English Channel and t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  of 
water samples f o r  t h e  Radiobiological  Laboratory began a t  1645 h next day 
9 January i n  S t  George's Channel. The he r r ing  l a r v a l  survey commenced 
off t h e  I r i s h  coast  a t  OOllh 10 January and continued without i n t e r r u p t i o n  
u n t i l  U3Oh 13 January when e a s t e r l y  ga le  f o r c e  winds prevented any f 'ur ther  
work u n t i l  0545h 15 January. 
15 January f o r  s t o r e s  and mater and w h i l s t  t h e r e  was joined by t h e  Marine 
Superintendent Captain T S e l l e r s ,  who stayed for t he  remainder of  t h e  c ru ise .  
CLIONE s a i l e d  from Douglas a t  OgOOh 16 January and oompleted the las t  
s t a t i o n  of t h e  he r r ing  larval survey a t  0200h 17 January. 
hours l a t e r  that  day 4 hauls  mere made with t h e  800 Engel pe l ag ic  t r a w l  o f f  
t h e  nor th  coast  o f  vJales. 
but  a SE ga le  ?revented any f i r t h e r  f i s h i n g  u n t i l  19 January when a f 'u r ther  
4 dayl ight  hauls  mere made with the  Engel t r a w l  o f f  t h e  Cumbrian coast .  
The wind r a p i d l y  increased t o  sou the r ly  severe ga le  fo rce  during t h e  evening 
o f  t h a t  day and CLIONE was forced  t o  seek s h e l t e r  i n  Redwharf Bay u n t i l  next  
morning, 20 January. 
i n g  2-3 days it w a s  decided t o  abandon hope of f u r t h e r  work i n  t h e  nor th  
I r i s h  Sea and so the  r e t u r n  passage iias oommenced i n  poor weather conditions.  
Severe gale  force  sou the r ly  winds aga in  forced  CLIONX t o  s h e l t e r  t h a t  evening, 
20 January, o f f  Fishguard. 

CL ION^ put  i n t o  Douglas ( I O M )  a t  1&5h 

During dayl ight  

An overnight  passage was made t o  S t  Bee's Head 

I n  view of t h e  very bad weather f o r e c a s t  f o r  t h e  follow- 

Moderating winds the  next day enabled CLION%: t o  
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f i n a l l y  make passage round Lands End i n t o  t h e  English Channel. It was 
decided t o  u t i l i s e  what time remained t o  carry out a r e s t r i c t e d  survey 
f o r  Downs he r r ing  l a r v a e  i n  tb eas t e rn  Channel. ' T h i s  w a s  s t a r t e d  a t  
223lh 22 January and completed a t  0135h 24 January. 
f o r  LoyJestoft where CLIONZD docked a t  1030h 24 January. 

Course was then s e t  

RESULTS 

1. The 83 plankton hauls  made i n  t h e  I r i s h  Sea produced small numbers o f  
he r r ing  l a rvae ,  mainly i n  one patch between the  I s l e  o f  Nan Etnd t h e  
Sco t t i sh  coast .  This y c m  he r r ing  l a rvae  were taken a t  seve ra l  s t a t i o n s  
c lose  t o  t h e  I r i s h  coas t ,  mostly t o  the  south and southeast  of the  
Mourne spawning grounds. 

2. E i g h t  pe l ag ic  trawl hauls  i n  the  nor th  I r i s h  Sea produced soue 13b 
baskets  of h e r r i n g  11 of 17hich were taken i n  one 
Orme's Haad. 
out on a l l  t he  he r r ing  caught. 

hour tow o f f  Great 
Measurements and full b io log ica l  sampling were c a r r i e d  

3. 19 plankton hauls  f o r  Doims her r ing  l a rvae  mere made i n  the  e a s t e r n  
English Channel. 
very low, only 1-2 pe r  s t a t i o n .  

MISCELLANEOUS 

A few he r r ing  l a rvae  were caught but d e n s i t i e s  were 

20 water samples were co l l ec t ed  from various l o c a l i t i e s  i n  S t  George's 
Channel and the  I r i s h  Sea f o r  the Hadiobiolo@cal Laboratory. 

One t r i a l  haul  Tins made vsith an  I s a a c  Kidd n e t  using one of  t h e  new 
aluminium diving vanes and one of t h e  o ld  ne ts .  This gear  was found t o  be 
very d i f f i c u l t  t o  use  off t he  s i d e  of CLIONE. A f t e r  a shor t  15 minute tow 
the  n e t  was found t o  be t o r n  when hauled, but  the  catch included 6 he r r ing  
from 16-24 cms i n  l eng th  toge ther  with a number of  whiting and sp ra t .  

R J dood 
2 February 1977 

SEEN IN DRAFT Captain J R French - Master 
M r  G F 1,ee - Fishing Skipper 

INITIALLED: AJL 

DISTRIBUTION: 
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