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DURATION'
' Left7 Lowestof$:15007h 6 Januvary: -, - . - Ceeenen
_ lArrived waaatoft 1045 h 17 Jauuaqy P
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. North Sea : '
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Wy Pol cammy out an acOusxic survqy for sprat as part of an IUES co—ordinated
programme, in the Thamgs Estua:y,,Sou#hern Bight thh ‘and weat central

Nbrth Sea, north to 54 30'N and of fshore to 4 30'E,
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. ”*?To sample any mador eoncentrations with a mid—water trawl.if:.."
Ltsn o e :

4. To collect species of fish for fish identification courses.

NARRATIVE:

N CLIONE sailed from Lowestoft at 1500 h on 6 Jarmuary and made passage south
towards the: Thames, The towed body was then prepared and launched at 1930 h off
Aldgburgh and. after equipment checks and calibrations were carried out the survey
commenced at 2030 h in the Shipwash area. The immediate offshore area. of, the ..
Thames estuaxy was then surveyed overnight and the following day (7 January) the
survey covered the main channelways of the Thames Estuary and on the following
night the south-east approaches, including the North~South Falls and South Goodwin
area. On 8 January work continued over the eastern approaches to the estuary and
then extended further offghore to the Gabband-Gelloper region and north towards -
Smith's Knoll, A SW'ly gale developed during the night and the survey then moved
to more sheltered waters off the Suffolk coast on 9 January. After the.weather..
improved the survey continued to cover the Norfolk Banke area on 10 January and"
thé Skate Hole - Outer Silver Pit — Botney Gut region on 11-12 Jamiary. '

Deteriorating weather then forced a return towards the Inner Silver Pit region,
. vwhich was surveyed in difficult conditions on 13 January. 4 heavy NWT;y swell
end increesing winds then necessitated breaking off the survey %o dodgé off the
Lincolnshire coast. Weather conditions were then generally poor over the next
two days (14~15 January) and only a limited amount of work was possible,close
inshore between the Inner Dowsing and Flamborough Head.
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RV EXPLORER was contacted by radio end the'vessels made a rendezvous near JFlamborough

Hesd on the morning of 15 January, but'it was declded-to cancel  the intership ' -

Y

calibration run due to an absencs of-guitdble fish tracés in the aréa and’the poor
weather conditions., CLIONE then returned to the Wagh area which was surveyed on
16 Janmuary and a return then made to Lowestoft where “the-'vessél docked at 1045°h
on 17 Jamery.
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RESULTS: . . L .

1. A£3¢al of 1399 Aautisdl’ mités” were actustically’ integrated over an area
covering the coastal belt between South Foreland and Flamborough Head, including
the Thames and Wash estuaries, and extending offshore to about 2°E in the Southern
Bight end 3°E further north, in the Botney Gut region. SRS

9, Trace levels were generally low over most of the survey ares except for
the Wash, where major concentration of sprats were present. In the Skate Hole -
Outer Silver Pit region traces were particularly scarce and only thre¢ moderate
gized shoals were recorded, pelagic trace levels were almost zero over most of
this area.

The Thames area also showed generally low trace levels'and radic'Bontact was made
with some of the Thames fishing vessels seen working (principally”fishing for
cod) towards the south side of the estuary. They reported a general scarcity of .
sprat shoals in that region so far this season. I

3, Five hauls were made with the International Young Gadoid Trawl and four
_samples of sprat and three of herring were deep frozen for further biclogical ™ -
*gnalysig’ at 'the laboratory:, In addition several sarplegof Various’ fish species
were obtainéd for the Fish Identification Courses;” = 7 7' 7"~ %
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4. The intership calibration run with RV EXPLORER was cancelled due to a
lack of suitadle traces in the Flamborough Head ‘area or within suitable range to
the porth or south, Wegther conditions were algo poor, with a heavy N'ly swell
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