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UTHISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES ASD FOOD
FISHERIES LABORATORY, LOVESTOFT, SUFFOLL, EiGLAND, NR33 OHT

1985 RESKARCH VESSEL PROGRAIGE

REPORT: RV CLIOIE: CRUISE 2(a) _ ' T
(PROVISIO:AL: not to be quoted without pirior reference to the author)

STAFE:

A P Scott

P Witthames .
R Turner 1o

S Lovewell L . L
A Canario(Visitor)

P tebb (Visitor) -

HATION: .
Left Lowestoft 1630 hrs 23 January 1960
Arrived Lovestoft 0900 hrs § TFebr uary 19uE

LOCALITY:
Southern Bight -~ tiorth tinder, Drillstone and East Swin prounds.

AlnS:
1, Collection of stage IV female place for fecundlbv studies (DDB2)

2. Twenty four hour collections of mature male and fenale flatfisih {bottaoim
travling on the tidal slacks & times, and during the height of the tides &
times). (DLDBa).

3. Collection of cod (or vhiting) guts (ii. Thorndyke, Royal tolloway ancd Bedfor:d
.College),

4. Collection of live plaice and dabs (DDB4).
. Ovary incubation experiments (Canario and iiebh).
SARRATIVE::

XV CLIOHE left Lowestoft at 1630 on 25 January and arrived in the region of
the Hinder grounds oy 000 on 29 January. A vorsening force 7/3 gale precluded any
trawling. Instead the ship returned to Southwold for shelter. On A, 20 January,
weather prospects at the Hinder Ground siill looled poor and it vas decided to headd
for the nore sheltered Drillstones ground at the mouth of the Thames estuary in
order 1o iry and accomplish some of the minor aiwms of the cruise (e.g. collection

of male flatfish, cod guts). Tvio hauls were made - at 1500 and 2200 hours.
Although there were fairly large numbers of plaice, lhey were wostly immatures or
spent females. Twenty ripe male dabs and 20 ripe male plaice were sampled.

Seveiral bags of cod guts were collecten. A single stage IV feuale nlaice was
captured. This was kepl alive and injected with HCG to stimulate the ovariecs. Use
was made of these on 1 February, while the ship lay at anchor in the Blackwater
estuary (see below).
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The .et Office had forecast a severe depression wmoving over the iorth Sea, and
during ihe night of 30 Januery, tihe siip stenued to .lhe Gabbard lighiship in order
to take advaniege ol a possible teinporary drop in the wind prior to the arrival of
tiie depression. This did not naterialisze, however, and ihe Capiain advised that wve
iead for the Blackvater estuary to seek shelter, as fisning in virtually any area
of the «dorth Hea would be innossible over the next 2 davs. Ve could no! enler the
Blaciater estuary until 2100 hours, and in the meantine iirawled iwice on the Fast
Swin in the Thames eswuacy. This yielded little of value. Soise cod guis and 2
male flounders were sampled. The ship anchored in the Blachwvacer estuary al 2300
hours. ALt 0450 on 1 February, the folloving gale warning was received froum
LIETBRACH : '"Thanes, Dover, light Soulhwesterly stori force 10 increasing violent
stori force 11 fuwinens'.

nV Clione remained in ihe iliver Blaclwaier estuary until 0430 hours on 3 February,
Travling was resuned, again on the Drillstones CGround (because of continuing
wesierly pales) atc 1445 hours. Two hauls were made. Several nale plaice and dah
vere sernpled.  Some were hept alive. Five stape IV fenale plaice uere also kept
alive and used during the evening for ovarian incubation studies. The ship spent
the nipght in - acpate roads. Throughout nost of 4 February, the ship held position
norih of' larpate, the conditions apain being unsuitable for trawling. During the
evening it sei. off for ihe Hinder Ground, as prospects for the final day, 5
February, appeared to be promising.

On 5 Februasy, despite a fair swell, five hauls vere uade. These yielued ample
auantities of running cipe floundeir, plaice and «dab meles, and ovulating female
flounders and dabs. Tae nuabers of mature stape IV fewmale plaice wmere, however,
unforiunacely swall and v ilitthanes was unahle to obtain enough fish for his
nnunl Tecundiiy siudy.,

The ship returned to Lowestoft at 0200 hours, & february, and was off-loaded
immediately. .

FenlLTS
Tne main aims of the cruise (1 and 2 above) were not achieved., ilowever, cod

guts, live fish, ovaries and asusoried [laifish olood and specm sanles veve
obtained for laboratory studies.

A P Scoti (510)
S Fehruary 1960

Sil Iy BRART: 0 French (Laster)
P laciay (#ishing Skippe.')
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i Turner

3 Lovewell

A Canario (visilor)
P iieby (visiior)





