
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
b 

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES AND FOOD 
FISHERIES LABORATORY, LOWESTOFT, SUFFOLK, ENGLANE 

1976 RESMRCH VESSEL PROGRAMME 
I 

' REPORT: R ' V  CLIONE: CRUISE 3 

(PROVISIONAL: Not t o  be quoted without pr ior  reference t o  the  author) 

STAFF': T J Hulpe 
W G Parn'ell 
B C Mwford 
C L Whiting 
M White 
D 'Wright (Fleetwood) 

- 3  

DURATION : 
Left  Lowestoft 
Arrived Lowestoft 4 March 

A11 times are Greenwich Mean Time 

1000 h 18 February 

LOCALITY: 
* e ,  English Channel 

' AIMS: 

1 To carry out a depth'-strati ied traw, survey 
51 '00'N and 02°001W (ICES Division VIId) . 

2 L To tag'demersal f i s h  i n  two areas:  

a. between 51 oOO'i! and 02°001W 

. .  
" . .  

. .  

*ar  Lzmersz., spec,zs between 

b. between 02°00fW and 05°001W north of 49'45'N. 
To co l lec t  l i v e  so les  for  Mr Kerr (WFA). 3 

NARRATIVE: 

CLIONE s a i l e d  from Lowestoft at 1000 h 18 February and steamed t o  the S t r a i t s  of 
Dover. 
i n  the  eastern end of t he  Channel and along the  English coast as f a r  Poole Bay 
during the  period 19-23 February. 

A f t e r  t w o  hauls in mid-channel on 23 February, trawling w a s  commenced along the 
French coast i n  the Bay of t he  Seine, and w a s  continued eastwards t o  Boulogne 
u n t i l  27 February, when CLIONE cal led in to  Bou lopc  fo r  water. 

Trawling began the  next day near the  Bullock Bank and w a s  carr ied out 

Upon leaving Boulogne on 28 February CLIONE steamed across the  Channel and 
car r ied  out an unsuccessful search fo r  su i t ab le  trawling ground i n  the  Rye Bay 
area  before steaming i n  th ick  fog t o  S t a r t  Bay. 
v i c in i ty  of S t a r t  Point on 29 February; 
durinl; 1 and 2 March, stopping t o  f i s h  i n  selected areas ,  
t he  very poor catches found-offshore, CLIONE steamed t o  a ground j.-,i off 
Newhaven and fished there  on 2 and 3 March. 
Newhaven grounds and steamed fo r  Lowestoft, docking there  at 111-5 11, 4 March. 

RESULTS 

1 The trawl survey i n  a rea  a. was completed, A t o t a l  of 34 l i Z I t l S  were made 
i n  four d i f fe ren t  depth strata. After each haul,  a l l  t he  so l e s ,  ?!.?ice, lemon 
so le s  and rays were put i n to  tanks fo r  tagging. The catch w a s  S C J I ~ ~  and the  
most inportant commerci- 1 species  were weighed and measured, 9to: ' samples were 
taken from so le s ,  plaice ,  cod and whiting, 

Trawling w a s  carr ied out i n  the  
CLIONE then steamed up the  Channel 

en route,  Because of 

A t  I820 h 3 March, C:'J ..m l e f t  the  
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The catches everywhere were small, 
were found t o  be the  most abundant of the  commercial species  per standard haul,  
followed by p la ice ,  s o l e ,  assor ted rays,  Lesser and grea te r  spot ted dogfish and 
Lemon so le s  respect ively,  

Taking the  survey area  a6 a whole, whiting 
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I n  terms of t o t a l  numbers caught per depth stral;um, so le  were found mostly i n  
the  0-20 m depth stratum, whereas p la ice  were most abundant i n  the  40-60 m 
stratum. 
stratum,, 

Only whiting and p l a i ce  were caught i n  s u f f i c i e n t  numbers t o  make any assessment 
of the  differences i n  the  length composition betweefi d i f f e ren t  depth strata. 
Whiting showed an increase i n  length with depth,  whereas p la ice  showed ,:.n ir.crtxcc 
i n  length with depth. 

2a. Tagging i n  a rea  a. w a s  s p l i t  i n t o  two part:;. Some 317 f i s h  were tagged 
from the  34 hauls of the  trawl survey. Two offshore hauls produce only 9 f i s h ,  
whereas from the 12 hauls made j u s t  o f f  Newhaven some 495 f i s h  were tagged, 412 
of which were plaice.  From the 48 hauls made i n  a rea  a,, 
were tagged as follows: 

A s  part of an experiment, 79 assorted rays were tagged and held i n  the tanks f o r  
72 hours before being released. 

2b. 

P l a i c e  (491, lemon s o l e  (461, a s s o r t e d  r ays  (44) and s o l e s  (21). 4 s  i n  a r e a  a 
the rays were tagged and held i n  tanks fo r  72 hours beforc being released. 

Whiting, rays, dogfish and lemon sole:; were found mostly i n  the  20-40 m 
No dogfish or lemon so les  were caught i n  the  0-20 m stratum. 

a t o t a l  of 812 f i s h  
89 so le s ,  563 p la ice ,  22 lemon so le s ,  138 assorted ra-p. 

A t o t a l  of 160 f i s h  were tagged from 11 hauls as follows: 
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I would l i k e  t o  record my appreciation of t h e  h!l.lp, cooperation and advice 
accorded t o  us by the  Newhaven fishermen, i n  pa r t i cu la r  Mr W H i l l ,  skipper of 
MFV ROSEHEARTY,, Also t o  Mr K Knox ( \@A),  Hull, f o r  supplying us with h i s  very 
comprehensive list of fas teners  and obstructions i n  the  English Channel. 

32 l i v e  so l e s  were col lected fo r  Plr Kerr (WFA). 

T S Hulme I 
I 

Natura l i s t  i n  Charge 
9 lqarch 1976 

SEEN IN DRAFT: J R F (Master) 
G F L (Fishing Skipper) 

INITIALLED: A J L  

DISTRIBUTION: .. 
Basic L i s t  

T J Hulme ( 2 )  
W G Parne l l  
B C Mumford 
C L Whiting 
M L White 
D Wright (Fleetwood) 
C L Whiting (3)  

. .  

Kent. and Essex Sea F:isheries Committee 
Su:isex Sea F isher ies  Committee . . 

Southern Sea F isher ies  Committee : .  

Cornwall Sea F isher ies  Committee 
Devon Sea F isher ies  Committee . .  

, .  
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