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MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES AND FOOD 
FISHERIES LABORATORY, LOWESTOFT, SUFFOLK, ENGLAND 

1975 RESEARCH VESSEL PROGRAMME 

REPORT: RV CLIONE: CRUISE 5 

(PROVISIONAL: Not to  be quoted without pr ior  reference to  the author) 

STAFF 

J A Durance (NIC) 
G C Daxter 
S R Jones 
IZ J Medler 
J W Read 
A Biddleconbe (Student9 

DURATION 

Left .Lowestoft 1330 h, 2 April 

Arrived Lowestoft 0750 h, 1 1  A p r i l  

A l l  tines are Greenwich Mean Tine 

LOCALITY 

North Sea 

AIMS 

1 .  
to ueasure the spa t i a l  va r i ab i l i t y  of the currents and t o  provide surface markers 
for the RAE Doppler navigation t r i a l s .  

To es tab l i sh  an array of current neter  s ta t ions  i n  the v ic in i ty  of JONSIS 2 

2. To nake DRCM neasurenents adjacent t o  sone of the current neter s ta t ions.  

3. 
Head and the River Tyne. 

To nake a teriperature and s a l i n i t y  survey of an area between Flanborough 

4. To service the JONSIS s ta t ions  1 and 2. 

5.  
of the cruise; 

To recover the array of current LEter s ta t ions  established a t  the beginning 

NARRATIVE 

CLIONE sa i led  fron Lowestoft a t  1330 h, 2 April and proceeded to  3 sheltered 
anchorage i n  Corton Roads. 
vessel weighed anchor and set  course f o r  current mter s t a t ion  D. 
wind increased and the following norning the c o u r ~ e  was changed f i r s t  t o  
Flamborough Head and then t o  the Humber where the vessel  anchored a t  1300 h. 
ship renained a t  anchor u n t i l  1135 h, 4 A p r i l  when the wind had moderated. The 

Three current neter r ig s  were assembled before the 
Overnight the ' 

The 

- 1 -  



s h i p  we i she?  anchor and s e t  cour se  f o r  J617SIS 1 c u r r e n t  neter s t a t i o n .  On 
arr ival  a t  trie s t a t i o n  c o n d i t i o n s  hzd i q x o v e c !  c o n s i d e r a b l y  and by 1750 h t h e  new 
c u r r e n t  ritlter r i g  had been h i c l .  Tht: olJ r i p ;  w a s  t hen  recovered  and a t  1945 ti 
t h e  v e s s e l  s e t  course  f o r  c u r r e n t  i-eter s t a t i o n  11. Unfor tuna te ly  t h e  weather  
d i d  n o t  ho ld  and thG whole of t h e  n e x t  clay was spcnt do&ing a t  s t a t i o n  E. By 
t h e  ilorninZ of 6 A p r i l  t h e  wind hnd dropped, and buoy l z y i n g  cormenced a t  0430 h. 
Cur ren t  neter s t a t i o n s  i i9 ,I9 C ,  il and E were layud arid J9NSIS s t a t i o n  2 w a s  
s e r v i c e d  by 1930. A t  0GfJC) h t h e  fo l lowing  da)7 9 water b o t t l e  E r id  was comenced ,  
b u t  i n c r e a s i n g  w e s t e r l y  winds r e s t r i c t e d  a c t i v i t y  t o  t h e  i n s h o r e  s t a t i o n s  and 
e v e n t u a l l y  f o r c e d  work t c  s t o p  a t  2303 11. 8 and 9 A p r i l  were s p e n t  anchored i n  
D r i d l i n g t o n  Jky where a new carbon f i b r e  dnhn poi!c was t e s t e d  f o r  r i g i d i t y .  By 
t h c  i iorning of 19 A p r i l  the  wind had : loderated s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  a l l o w  the  vessel 
t o  r ecove r  a l l  t h e  c u r r e n t  neter s t a t i o m  l a i d  earlier i n  t h e  c r u i s e  and t h e  
ancnonetcr  fron JBNSIS s t a t i o n  2 b e f o r e  s e t t i n g  course fclr Lowes tof t .  A t  each  
s t a t i o n  Uoodhead sea bcd d r i f t e r s  wtre released. CLIONE docked a t  Lowestof t  a t  
0750 h t h e  follorJing n o r k i g .  

KESULTS 

I .  
wi thou t  l o s s .  
because the ! ie%icopter  w a s  grounded. 

Five of t h e  7 proposcii cur rer l t  nct,:r s t a t i o n s  were e s t a b l i s h e d  and recove red  
The proposed PAE Doppicr navi&-ition tr ials d i d  no t  t ake  p l a c e  

2. The ve3tIier w a s  unsu i t ab le  f a r  the QPCM riea:;urenents (Ain 2)  m d  on ly  a m a l l  
p a t  of ter ipernture  and s a l i n i t y  survey (Ai._: 3 )  i ~ n s  coup lc t ed .  

3 .  S e r v i c i n g  of tlic JOlJSIS 1 and 2 ~ 7 2 ~  a c c o q l i s h c d .  

J h Durance 
21 A p r i l  1975 
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