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DURATION 

Left  Lowestoft 1720 11, 6,May. 

Arrived Lowestoft 0900 h, 15 Ifay. 

LOCALITY . 

I ’ Weste’rn EnSlish, Channel 

AIMS . 

To i n v e s t i p t e  the nature of sea bed obstructions and hazards to  
nshore. waters. , 

_ .  
NARRATIVE 

CLIONE l e f t  Lowestoft a t  1720 h, 6 Xay and, a f t e r  stoppins fo r  divinz 

anner dome was attached and loca l  trawling information 
boat t ra in ing  ‘ i n  lee of the Isle of Wight, arr ived a t  Plynouth a t  0530 h, 
8 May. There’ the 
received before CLIONE sa i led  again a t  993r) h, S fky. Over the 6-day period 
8-13 May inclusive,  by workins each day i n  the lee of the land fron at first 
north-westerly and later south to  south-westerly winds, scanner and divers’ 
observations were made on a variety of :rounds and trawling obstructions 
between ‘Whitesand Bay t o  the w e s t  and Portland t o  the east .  CLIOhi entered 
Plyuouth a t  2230 h, 13 May, the dome was taken off and she sa i led  again a t  
2330 h, 13 May, reaching Lowestoft a t  0900 11, 15 May. 
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I RESULTS 

A range of sea bed types f ron  rock t o  sandy a d  a t  depths f ron 15 t o  28 111 
On the scanner, some of these appeared was inspected by scanner and by diver. 

fea ture less  and some as stror,;ly marked configurations; it was  not always 
possible t o  dis t inguish rock 
were super f ic ia l ly  ra ther  f e  
on the scanner and the 1ike1ihTd of Correct in tc rprc ta t lon  Of bottom type 
depended t o  some extent upon not only the surface of the sea bed but also 
upon viewing aspect and the r e l a t ive  strengths of the returned s i p a l  and the 

nd and mud from each other when the grounds 
reless. 

I 
I The d e t a i l  i n  f l a t  grounds distinguished 

i 
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overal l  noise and interference pat tern on tlie scanner display screen. Some 
charted wrecks and some uncharted trawl ' fastenersq were also inspected. The 
technique Senerall:i used w a s  t o  anchor the s1ii.p zear t o  the ta rge t  seen on 
the scanner, t o  mark i t  with n buoy dropped d i r ec t ly  on to  i t  f ron  the rubber 
boat p i d e d  fron the scanner, and then f o r  tl ic! divers t o  30 down t o  ident i fy  
i t .  
from about: 2-3 EI off r ive r  nouths t o  at bes t  4-7 n. 

Vi s ib i l i t y  a t  the bottom 17as f a i r  f o r  the place and tine of year, ranging 

The tracks of trawl o t t e r  boards were seen i n  the f i r n  muddy sand off 
Sidnouth vlien no trawlers ~7kre i n  the area. 
the scanner as LriLht or  otherwise distinctivc! narks were ident i f ied  by thc 
divers as includin:; rocks, 2 patches of saall a r m  m u n i t i o n  ( a l l  pointing 
qwards) ,  a conplcte array tank d r q e d  with n trawl. net ,  an a i r c r a f t  propellor 
(which we l i f t e d ) ,  a half-embedded r c c t a n p l a r  netal water tank, a tree and 
n ship 's  anchor. Tlic army tank :?as ?ar t icu lar ly  interest in$ because i t  tras 
ac t in s  as an a r t i f i c i a l  reef f o r  a bi: shoal of snall zadoid f i s h  which swan 
a l l  over and around i t  a t  slaclr witer, a t  tincls completely obl i te ra t ing  i t s  
s i , p a l ,  and d r q p e d  in to  t!ic l e e  of i t  when the t i d e  r3n. 

Other tnr2;ets which appeared on 

An unusual feature noticed i n  St.2rt &y was tha t ,  with a strung southerly 
wind asainst  the tfdc,  the noise on the scanner f ron  sea surface and swell 
seened t o  be disproportionately y e n t  f o r  the sea-state and extended down so  
far  as t o  make detai led ijotton discrimination i n  1-5-20 n im?ossible. 

F:scal-lops, some of thcn very  large, srerxd t o  be plentiful in the fairly 
extensive areas of :;round which was of rock outcrops with sandy patches 
between - ;round which could not be worked Ly conventional dredzes o r  trawls 
and F7hiCh thus acts as a haven f o r  theno 

I would l ike  t o  ncknow1ed;;c ass is tance rendered i n  the form of local 
iiif oruation by Plymouth and Brixlian fishcmien ancl par t icu lar ly  thank Skipper 
J Pi ;?er  :.,f Urixham f o r  the loan of his persona2 f ishing charts.  

11 R l4arc;etts 
21 Hay 1975 
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