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MINISTRY OF sGRICULTUiU3, FISHERIES AND FOOD 
FISHERIES UBORATORY e LO !SSTOFT, SWFOLK, ENGLAND 

1972 lGSWCH VESSEL PROGRAHME 

RQOIPT: RV COELLA: CRUISE 14 

(PROVISIOIUU Not t o  ke quoted withour pr ior  reference to  the author) 
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STAFF . 

G c &ster 
E-D ilallace 
J Dann 
T !I Boon 
R B Doyle 
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L e f t  Lowestoft 1330 h 29 September 

A r r i v e d  Lowestoft TO15 h 12 Octo-ber 

U1 times are  Greenwich Mean Time 
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LOCkLITY 

Worth Sea and English Channel 

. .  
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To carry out a t i n  tow net survey cbvering the Dogger and 'JJkitby 
areas as par t  of an international survey of the abundance and distri- 
bution of autumn spawned herring i n  the North Sea; 

To obtain sanples of herrings i n  the Yhitby area; 

To make an echo sounder survey over a l l  the area covered during-the 
Cruise ; 

To. tag mackerel i n  .the region of the Vane Lightvessel cncl i a  the 
Folkestone area ; f 

To bring samples of l i v e  plankton t o  the laboratory. 
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NfdiR4TIVE 

Good weather prevailed throughout the period of thia cruise u n t i l  the , 

afternoon of 11 October. 

RV COFBLLC, l e f t  Lowestoft a t  1330 h 29 Septenber and proceeded via the 
'Phitby area t o  plankton s t a t i o n  1. 
tin-tow net (TTN) s ta t ions  and 3 s a l i n i t y  a d  bottom temporapre 
observationsowere worked without i p i d e n t  between La t ipdc  55 55 IN, 
Longitude 01 30*kJ,and Latitude 53 25*N, Longitude 01 10'6,between 
1440 h, 30 September and 0700 h, 6 October. 
part of the cruise showed very f e w  traces even i n  the Whitby area. 
Because of t h i s ,  Aim 2 T ~ S  not attcmptod,and with the good weather 
continuing 
Stations J and I( (CLIOIQE 11/72) and recovered them without any d i f f icu l ty  
between 1555.h and 1743 h 6 October, 

After free-flow tests were completed, 105 

The Echo-survey during this 

the ship proceeded d i rec t  t o  the moored current meters a t  

1 



Course w a s  se t  f o r  the 
l i n e s  with "feathers" could be used f o r  ncckerel  bcg-n at  0800 h,. 
7 October, 

7 October - Varne # Dungeness , Newhaven 
8 October - Ncwhaven - Owcrs Lightship 
9 October --Ecrry Head - Chc.si1 Bank 

Reasonably good t races  were found i n  most of these .areas but only eleven 
mackerel were caught. 
Deep where on the 10th f i v e  f l fcathcr ingt t  s t a t i o n s  wcre worked between 
0725 h and 1330 h. 
plume t races  were found on the edge of Deep during thc t ransects .  
1200 Engles trawl was shot  through these a t  1400 h. 
of 27 baskets of Zed Sea Brcam (Pagcllus boparavco, Brunnich, 1768)), 
1 basket of Black Sca Bream (Spondylioamn cantharw (Linn, 1758)), 1 
baskets of IIar 3c Kackcrel ( T r a c h m  trach-c, 1758) 1 and 6 
Nackerel (Sconbrus s c o u b r u s ~ 7 ' ~ a t h c r i ~  i n  the same area 
l a t e r  produced s i x  Red Sea E n : n .  

On 11 October the weather began to  dc t c r io ra t e  during the afternoon, 
Course w o s  set  f o r  Lowestoft a t  1800 h where, a f t e r  a rough passage and 

Varne Bank where a search f o r  t races  on which 

T h i s  work was continued a long  the South coast  as follows:- 

L t  1630 h 9 October course w a s  set  f o r  the W d  

fhesc produced four  mackercl an& seven pollack. Good 
The 

The catch consisted 

a t  f i r s t ,  poor v i s a b i l i t y ,  the s h i p  borthcd a t  1015 h, 12 October. 
~ - I  

RESULTS 

1. 
car r ied  out as per plan i n  nuncrical  order;  

2. 
survey, and along the south of the Hurd Deeps 2 

105 TTN s t a t ions  incorporating 23 hydrographic: observations were 

%n extens5ve" echo-sounder survey Y ~ S  made Over -I;hc -whQle ofi,.-the T!fN - *  

.. . , .  3. Two moored curro-nt nc tess  weye moo.mrod;' . !. . . . . . . .  :- 

. . .  ... ', , . 4.. ~$&t  rn&kc*l were t a g s & ;  . . . . I  . . . :  , , 

the laboratory:- ' .  ' 

. . . . .  . .  

5. The following samples f ron  the Hurd lxep were frozen and irought t o  
. . . .  . :- . . . . .  , . . . .  I... , - '  1 .  . . . .  . .  ..: , . ' i  :j' . ,- 

- .  . ... 

Iiorse 14xkerc3, Red and Black Sea Bream, Nackerel. 

janples of l i v e  p l m k t o n  taken i n  the"Chnnne1 were 3rought t o  
. . .  8 ,  

' . : . . . .  : L' ... ::, .. . .  

6. 
the laboratory f o r  Nrs Thonpson. 

I :.. ',.: : G C Bolster 
. t 6  October 1972 
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