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MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES AND FOOD 
FISHERIES LABORATORY, LOWESTOFT, SUFFOLK, ENGLAND 

1979 RESEARCH VESSEL PROGRAMm 

REPORT: RV COREUA: .CRUISE 14 
(PROVISIONAL: Not t o  be quoted without pr ior  reference t o  the  author) 

STAFF . 

R G Houghton 
C L Whiting 
S Flatman - 
M White 
R Cross 

-. . 
, : 

DURATION 

Left Lowestoft I607 h 29 
Arrived Lowestoft 0815 h 
( A l l  times a r e  Greenwich 

LOCALITY 

.English Channel 

November 1979 
17 December 1979 
Mean Time) 

AIMS 

1. To carry out groundfish surveys of the eastern and western English 
Channel , 

2. To co l lec t  sediment samples at the groundfish survey s ta t ions  i n  the 
western channel, 

3 .  To col lec t  plaice ovaries f o r  fecundity work. ( D r  Bannister). 

4. To col lect  mixed gadoids f o r  f i s h  food ( D r  Lincoln). 

5o To col lect  a var ie ty  of f i s h  f o r  the f i s h  ident i f icat ion course 
( M r  Blacker) ,, 

To complete 3 t r a w l  hauls i n  the southern North Sea for pre-recruit 
abundance estimation ( M r  Jones) ,, 

6 .  

NARRATIVE 

After leaving Lowestoft p i e r s  at 1640 h 29 November, CORELLA sa i led  
south in to  the English #Channel. 
on 30 November i n  Rye Bay, near Royal Sovereign and o f f  Beachy Head. 
3 hauls were completed on the following day between Newhaven and Selsey B i l l  
by 1415 h and the  remainder of the day w a s  spent mending the  net which w a s  
damaged i n  the  f i n a l  haul. Further damage occurred during the  second of 
four hauls i n  mid-channel on 2 December and the f i n a l  haul was completed 
at 1950 h, CORELLA then steamed t o  Portsmouth t o  put a deckhand ashore. 
This w a s  accomplished at 2320 h and the vessel  sa i led  overnight t o  the Bay 
of the  Seine. 
but a fur ther  3 hauls were completed by l 9 l O  h. 
on 4 December along the  French coast from Pte d'Ailly towards Boulogne. 
was not possible t o  f i s h  the s t a t ion  off Boulogne because of the la rge  number 
of French vessels which were f i sh ing  there  with d r i f t  nets. 

Beginning a t  0630 h bhT.ul?,were completed 

Damage occurred on tpe f i r s t  haul i n  t h i s  area on 3 Deotecber 
3 more hauls were achieved 

It 

C O W  w a s  
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boarded by French Customs O f f i c i a l s  a t  1520 h 4 December, who inspected t h e  
documents giving u s  permission t o  f i s h  i n  French waters. The f i n a l  haul  of 
t h e  day was completed on t h e  Bullock Bank at 1915 h and CORELLA steamed t o  
Dover t o  pick up a replacement deckhand, 

After l eav ing  Dover at 0010 h 5 December CORELLA a r r i v e d  at t h e  next 
s t z t i o n  t o  t h e  west of Le Rassurel le  by breakfast  time but spent most of t h e  
day dodging i n t o  a 30 knot SW wind, The s t a t i o n  w a s  cbmpleted d u r j i g  a lull 
by 1848,h and t h e  ves se l  continued dodging. 
December o f f  Cap d ' h t i f e r  and i n  mid-channel; damage occurred on t h e  second 
hau l  and t h e  last s t a t i o n  of t h e  day w a s  completed a t  1940 h. 
were completed on 7 December i n  mid-Channel but t h e  s tarboard block was damaged 
on t h e  first h a u l s  and had t o  be replaced, 
o f f  t h e  harbour entrance u n t i l  t h e  following morning and then t i e d  up at t h e  
Transa t l an t i c  Quay a t  0935 h 8 December t o  take on f r e s h  water. 
winds prevented t h e  planned deparkure on 9 December and some of CORaLA's 
personnel v i s i t e d  t h e  German research vesse l  'POSEICON' and B r i t i s h  submarine 
'SEA LION' during t h e  day, 

5 hauls  were completed on 6 

2 f u r t h e r  hauls  

CORELLA s a i l e d  t o  Cherbourg and l a i d  

Gale f o r c e  

CORFLLA c a s t  o f f  a t  1000 h 13 December and anchored i n  t h e  ou te r  harbour a t  
Cherbourg i n  a 35 knot westerly g a l e  f o r  t h e  remainder of t h e  day. 
increased t o  hurr icane fo rce  (70 knots) during t h e  night  and, af ter  t h e  anchor 
cable pa r t ed  at 0200 h 11 December, CORELLA went back t o  t h e  quay i n  Cherbourg, 
The weather moderated s l i g h t l y  during t h e  day and we attempted t o  pick up t h e  
l o s t  cable  and anchor by k q y i n g b e t w e e n  0840 h and 1140 h 12 December, without 
success. A s l i g h t  lull tempted u s  t o  carry out a water s t a t i o n  i n  mid-channel 
during t h e  dzy but t h e  heavy swell  did not allow trawling t o  t ake  place u n t i l  
t h e  followi.ng day. 2 f u r t h e r  hauls  were completed i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Poole on 
I3 December u n t i l  s t rong  winds prevented f u r t h e r  f i sh ing .  
i n t ense  depressions continued t o  appear and, with i n s u f f i c i e n t  days remaining 
t o  complete i t ,  t h e  survey of t h e  western channel w a s  abandoned. CORELLA 
s a i l e d  e a s t  towards t h e  Rye Bay a r e a  with t h e  i n t e n t i o n  of completing t h e  
e a s t e r n  channel survey o f f  Boulogne and carrying out add i t iona l  hau l s  near 
Rye Bay f o r  r i p e  p l a i c e  but s t rong  SW winds forced us  t o  seek a l ee  i n  Margate 
Roads. Being without an  anchor t h e  ves se l  l a i d  i n  Margate Roads from 1730 h 
14 December t o  0900 h 16 December and then worked t h e  t h r e e  s t a t i o n s  i n  the 
southern North Sea during t h e  Lay. cornpleting t h e  work a t  1930 h. C O R E U A  
then made f o r  Cor5on Roads where she l a i d  u n t i l  t h e  following morning and 
eventual ly  docked at Lowestoft i;i; 0815 h 17 December. 

RESULTS 

The winds 

A succession of 

1. The 30 s t a t i o n  groundfish survey of t h e  eas t e rn  English Channel w a s  almost 
completed, t h e  s t a t i o n  o f f  Boulogne w a s  unworkable because of  t h e  presence 
of drift  n e t s  and, f i n a l l y ,  t h e  heavy westerly weather a t  t h e  end of t h e  
c ru ise .  Due t o  t h e  poor weather i n  t h e  second h a l f  of t h e  c r u i s e ,  t h e  
planned groundfish survey of t h e  western channel w a s  abandoned, 

2. No sediment samples were col lected.  

3. 38 r i p e  p l a i c e  ova r i e s  from t h e  eas t e rn  channel were preserved i n  
Gilsans Fluid,  

4. I3 boxes of mixed gadoids were co l l ec t ed  and frozen f o r  f i s h  food. 

5. A wide v a r i e t y  of spec ie s  were deep frozen f o r  t h e  Fish I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
course 

3 brawl h a u l s  were completed i n  t h e  southern North Sea f o r  pre-recrui t  
abundance estimation., One 0-group cod w a s  caught i n  t h e  haul  near t h e  
Kentish Knock and 138 O-:group whiting were caught a t  Sizewell. 

6 ,  

R G Houghton 
4 January 1980 
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SEEN I N  DRAFT: G Sinclair  - Master 
R C Newrick - Fishing Skipper 

INITIALLED: AJL 
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DISTRIBUTION : 

Basic L i s t  
R G Houghton (4 copies) 
C L Whiting 
S Flatman 
M White 
R Cross 



I 
1 
1 
I 
I 
U 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

n a 
v 

I 

I 
I 
I 

+ c u  m 

+ c u  

m +  



I 
I 
1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
1 
I 
1 
I 
I 
1 
I 
1 
i 
1 

a 
-P 

B 

+ 

+ 
u) - 

- + c u i  I I - M I + + I  I I + I  



a 
5, 
0 

r 

+ 

- + N u l  I I - M l + + l I  1 + 1  


