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7. '.1‘0 oolleet eole goneds for fecundi'by etudiee.
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L Té can‘y out a. Tmfmzrve:r of the weatem Englieh Channel.
2, To ee.rry ‘out’ & trawl’ sﬁn’ey of the ea.ste_tn Cha_nn_e_l. '
3 To oolleot live eole fo;' feczmd.ity etu.diee. _ o N LD BE
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4, 'l‘e collect eamples o£ f:l.eh f;orsthe F‘ieh Identifioation eouree (Dr J’dhnson)
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5. o collest squid fo:: fi.ah feoding studdos (Mr Stewart). - L

8, To oolleot mature thiekbe.ck soles for egg ide_ntifieatien perpoee_e.._-
NARRATIVE: | A | |

The Tin townet (TTN) was calibrated at 3 stations south of the Isle of Wight
during the. morning of 18 Februaxy, the external .flowmeter ceased. to function -
and was replaced; the electrical comnections to the sampler were remads several
times with salad qream and silicon grease before full funotioning wae obtained.:

The TTH grid commenced at 1617 h in Poole Bay and continued on the English side
of the median line unti) 1045 h 22 Februaxy, with a short breek due to bad -
woather on 21 Februew ‘Permission to sample in French waters had not been
received (the planiton survey was an additionsl aim) and so CORELLA went into
Bigbury Bay to ohange from the TTN to the Granton trawl,
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A pingle trawl statinn was completed 12! SSN of Portland en 22 February in otder
to wet the gear and catch thickback soles (Aim 8), The trawl survey was begun
at 0530 h 23 February off St Catherines Point, Isle of Wight, and contimued in
Poole Bay and mid~Channel (the only major net demage on . the. trip) before. CORELLA
went into Cherbourg for stores and water:st'1730hién.the sime day, The ship.
left Cherbourg at 1330 h on 24.February and contirmied’with the survey grid in’
Baie de 1la Seine on 25 February (5 stations), in mid-Channel. on 26 February
(5 stations) and along the Sussex coast on 27 Febiuary (7 stations), A good
haul of mature sole was obtained near the Royal Sovereign and. this was repeated
in the hope of catching more. The weather was calm on’ 27 February and the -
fishing skipper hauled the. net with the ship going ahead at 1 knot (propelle:
pitch of -1):on most stations. : The result-Was’ that the soles captured-were in
much better condition than is usual for CORELLA. P
The reduced trawl grid was completed at 1800 h 28 February on the French coast
off the River Somme (!'Battur') and, because there was insufficiefit’ time to
complete the TIN survey in the western Channel even though permission had oy
then been received, CORELLA sailed for Lowestoft and docked at 1130 h on |
1 March, '

Ceon e ve

RESULTS :
T
1. 30 plankton stations wevre completed in the weatern Channel on the northern .1
slde of the median line, s . .

2, 24 trawl survey stations were completed in the sastern Gha.nnel (the noma.l
30 were reduced to 24 by cmitting 2 in each depth band), The gear was a
120 foot-rope Granton, with a shrimp net blinder, wing tickler, &"
rubber deads in the bosom end short lege, All fish were sorted into: species,
welghed and counted; length distributions of plaice, sole, whiting and pout
whiting were obte.ined, otolith samples were taken from plaice and sole.
The deminant species were, as usual, pout whiting and poor cod (Triaopterus
luscus and minutus). Good catches of plaice were obtained on a spawning: -
‘ground north of Baie de la Seine (10:1 male to female ratio, males and
females were ripe and running). :.Good sale catches:wéré obtained”in Poole’
Bay and along the Si#sex coast. Cod, large dabs, end pla.ice were fairly
plentiful along the JFronchcoast., . R L I A

3« 39 iive mature sole were returnqd to the Laboratory;. they were of veriable
condition but this was improved markedly by hauling the net at the lowest
"ship speed possible (1 knot) and by the inclusion of Leminaria in.the -

o ng0A=end. ‘The female fisH weré in half full and full condition, none ha.d' | .
started apa:ming e.nd none of the males were running, :

""’J wlbe: ‘f EHARS:

4. Samples of a wide variety of species were frozen. for the Fish Identification
Course (sprats, herring, sole, plaice, ‘dabs, flounders, gurnards, solenettes,
— e o—.thickback sole,- whiting,-poor-: ood, cod,xpout whiting; -scaldfish,’ various reys, - - —
brill; to neme but a fow),
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S 10 x mafnks bags of-Bgnid (I.oligo) were frozen for Mr Stewart.
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6. Ectoparasites were oollected from 1 sole caugh'c in Poole Bay.

7. 2? sole ovar:l.es were. preserved m /Gilson's Fluid for- fec\mdity studies.‘ “
wolteg L

8s. :;lm;hickback solé‘s were retu:med 'I:o the La.boratory but only 1 survived Hore
it Ehan 24 h,

(Alao: ‘a aprat aample from Ba:le de 1a Seine waa i‘rozen for Dr Johnaon and
8 herring sample from’ nea;r.- Brighton was frozen for MJ; Wood).
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