
I 
1 
1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
i 
I 
1 
I 
1 
I 
I 
1 
I 
U 
1 
I 

Provisional: not t o  be quoted ni thout  reference t o  the writer 

R.V. ERNEST HOLT 

Report f o r  Cruise l (b )  1967 

S ta f f :  - 
R. B. Mitson 
G. P. Fox 
V. L. Huggins 
C. R. Hood 
N. D. Pearson 
E. All ison (B.F.A.) 

Duration: 

27 January-3 February 

1. To carry out tests of the acoustic arch headline system. 

2. Test the F. .T.D. system with X-Y p lo t te r .  

3. 
7 

U s e  t he  high-powered 100 Kc/s echo sounder. 

Weather conditions were bad. It was impossible t o  start  work south nes t  of 
The D i s t r i c t  Inspector of Fisher ies ,  n l r ,  V i l l i a m s ,  

The Captain of SARSIA a l s o  v i s i t ed  ERN%ST HOLT and 

Plymouth as had been intended. 
v i s i t ed  the  sh ip  and suggested an area o f f  Torbay which would give some s h e l t e r  
q p i n s t  the force  9 S.W. nind. 
arranged f o r  Skipper Argumont t o  meet SlSISIAts skipper t o  discuss c lear  trari l ing 
grounds i n  the  area. 

Captain Binnington and I were taken by SkLRSIAts Captain t o  the Marine 
Biological Laboratory and shown around. Be a l so  spoke f u r t h e r  t o  the  D i s t r i c t  
Inspector nho gave us posi t ions from irhich recent f i s h  landings had been made. 

ERNEST HOLT le f t  Plymouth at 1620 hrs, 27 January after some delay due t o  
refuel l ing.  
a t  1930 hrs. 
5 fathoms of the surface. 
f o r  the rest of the night and r i g  equipment on the trawl next day. 

After a rough passage the first of the recommended areas nas reached 
An echo survey revealed d i f fuse  f i s h  t races  from sea bed t o  r i t h i n  

The ::ind vas st i l l  force 7,  s o  i t  was decided t o  l i e  

The f irst  haul vas made during the afternoon of 28 January. Good r e s u l t s  
were obtained by a l l  but one of the headline units. 
the net but 
0730 hrs, 29 January but rrith a steadily iucreasing nind and a locczl forecast of 
force 9, the gear vas hauled a t  0900. 
stmt of t h i s  tovr before a power failure stopped the recording. 
f l a t f i s h  nere caught. 
so vessels. 

No f i s h  vere seen t o  en te r  
basket of f l a t f i s h  were caught. The trarl  vas shot again a t  

Only 10 minutes' record vas taken at the 
Ti:o cod and a fen 

EZUiEST HOLT anchored i n  Torbay i n  company with a dozen o r  

It was possible t o  start trawling again a t  0830 hrs, 30 January. A toy: of 50 

h temperature- 
minutes shored fa i r  r e s u l t s  on 3 channels of the equipment. 
found that the 'un i t s  vere t i l t e d ,  s o  the lashings nere re-arrmged. 
depth probe lowering 178s made v h i l s t  the  trawl u n i t s  r e r e  being adjusted. 

On hauling it  17as 

Near the  end of trawl haul  No. 3 a f a u l t  occurred i n  the s l i p r i n g  winch. It 
was decided that the winch b a r r e l  should be completely dismantled f o r  inspection. 
Tihilst this work vas carr ied out the sh ip  ste&rnod t o  the Hurd Deeps There a i m  2 
was completed, 
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fdter  t h i s  ERIEST HOLT returned t o  the previous f i s h i n g  ground, nhere the 
work of vinch repa i r  and cabls reuinding continued. 
H.F. echo sounder -.;as prepared for use u i t h  the  narrow becm trensducer. 

The transducer acs mounted i n  a high speed ton ne t  2nd torred on a warp. 

Keanrhile the  high-powered 

A 
toliing block vas f i t t e d  a f t  f o r  t h i s  purpose m d  the s h i p  was able t o  s t e e r  a 
s t r a igh t  course r i t h  t h i s  arrangement. Good r e s u l t s  nere obtained r 3 t h  a high 
degree of target resolution. Lnter the transducer cas toned looking sideways. 

A number of t rxl  h m l s  ;?ere mixle 75th the acoustic arch on 1 February and 
records taken. 
mre  cmght  per  haul. 

IJo f i s h  m r e  detected,  but an aver%@ of 1 basket of lmgc cod 

The toned t rmsduccr  6as used f o r  several  hours during thc evening of 
7 February. Vork ceased and t he  s k i p  set course f o r  Grimsby just ‘after midnight. 

I Eilr. Fox collected l i v e r s  from many species of f i s h  f o r  M r .  Iles. ERNEST 
HOLT docked i n  Grimsby at 1130 hrs on 3.Eebmary. 

Seen i n  draf t :  

E. 11. Binnington 
G. W. Lrgumont 
A .  J. Lee 

Distribution: 

D r .  Cole 
NIr. Leo 
Captain l l ldiss  
D r .  Cushing 
k. Bols te r  
Mr. Burd 
Nr. Catt ley 
M r .  Cor lc t t  
M r .  Gc?;rrod 
Dr. Harden Jones 
Mr. Iles 
D r  . Jamieson 
M r .  Margetts 
M r .  Trout  
D r .  Purdom 
Mr. Br idge r  
M r .  Mitson 
hlr. Tungate 
M r .  W i l l i a m s  
M r .  Vood 

htr. Mills 
Mr. Kay 
Miss Conolly 
General Lab. 

Mr. lid- 

Lab. Registry 
Library ( 2 )  
M r .  Whiting 
m S T  HOLT f i l e  (N. I .C .  next cruise)  

R.  B. Mitson 
8.2.67 

M r .  Simpson 
D r .  Reynolds 
Chief Ins pc c t  o r  
L11 D i s t r i c t  Inspectors 
F isher ies  Registry 
Captain Binnington 
Mr. Tector 
Skipper fzgumont 
M r .  B u r g e s s  
M r .  Baird, D.L.F.S. 
Prin.  Inf. Officer,  D.L.F.S. 
Mr. Glover 
D r .  Grant 
Hydrographic Department 
D r .  Lovern 
D r .  Luccs 
Director N.I.O. 
D r .  Pcachey 
NIT. Shelbourne 
M r .  S tee le  
White Fish  h t h o r i t y  
Director,  Bergen 
M r  . Joensen 
Director,  Reykjavik 
M r .  Fox 
Kr. Huggins 
M r .  Hood 
Mr. Pearson 
htr. A l l i s o n  (WeF.L.) 
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