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- hu>visional: Not t o  be quoted without reference t o  the wr i t e r  

R. V. ERNEST H O U  

Report of C G s e  2/1962 

I- 

S t a f f :  B. W. Jones Duratioa: 14 February - I 4  Mamh 
4 - J. G. K. H a r r i s  

J. H. Prime 
P. W. Sadler  (Gy) 
R. Tucker 
S. Flatman 

i. 

2, 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 .  

7. 

To make a t rawl  survey of Faroe Plateau and Faroe Bank t o  assess the  abundance 
of pre-recrui t  haddock. 

To t a g  cod on the  spawning grounds on Faroe Plateau and Faroe Bank. 

To obtain f u r t h e r  da t a  on the  e f f e c t  of the 'Pol ish '  type topside chafer 
on the  s e l e c t i v i t y  of trml cod-ends. 

To bring back a l i v e  lemon soles f o r  M r .  Amold. 

T o  c o l l e c t  blood samples and eyes from Faroe cod from t h e  spawning grounds 
f o r  iamunogenetic s tudies .  

To sample and t ag  coalf'ish on the  spawning grounds in t h e  northern North Sea 
en route  t o  Faroe, weather permitting. 

To obtain hake specinens f o r  Dr.  Edwards of  the  Woods Hole Laboratory, 
Massachusetts. 

Narrative 

ERNFST HOl2 s a i l ed  from Grimsby a t  2030 hrs on 15th March, s a i l i n g  having 
been delayed U, hums f o r  l ack  of a full crew. 
North Sea was slow owing t o  gale  and storm force  winds. 
su i tab le  for f i sh ing  f o r  coa l f i sh  and with no prospect of an ea r ly  moderation i n  
the weather Aim 6 was abandoned. 
evening of' t he  17th t o  land two of the  crew, one of whom was unsat isfactory and 
the  other was sick. The sh ip  thacont inued  t o  Faroe and work commenced on the  
evening of' t h e  18th. A v i s i t  was made t o  Midvaag on 2 i s t  for m e d i c a l  a t t en t ion  
for one of t h e  crew. Work continued, f i sh ing  during the  dark hours i n  a heavy 
swell unti l  24th when gales  prevented a continuation and ERNEST HOLT put i n t o  
Torshavn f o r  fie1 and water. Af'ter two more nights work a s tm  caused the  ship 
t o  seek shelter i n  Vestmanhavn on 27th where she renained until t he  afternoo+of 
1 s t  March. 
deck and t h e  ship put i n t o  Thorshavn for r e p a i r s ,  s a i l i n g  again i n  the afternoon 
of the following day. 
weather u n t i l  11 th  when the  sh ip  se t  course f o r  Muckle Flugga where one haul .was 
nade f o r  hake on 12th. 
impossible and t h e  ship se t  course f o r  Grinsby ar r iv ing  a t  0700 hrs/ll+th. 

Progress northwards through t h e  
Conditions were not 

The ship ca l l ed  b r i e f l y  a t  Lerwick on the  

On the  morning of 3cd a hole was  discovered in a p l a t e  in the n a b  

Fishing continued with frequent in te r rupt ions  due t o  

Deter iorat ion i n  t h e  weather nade any f u r t h e r  hauls 

Results 

Aim. 
t he  ship was able t o  keep f i sh ing  f o r  nuch of t h e  c ru i se ,  most of it was l i n i t e d  
t o  areas  where the re  was sorae s h e l t e r  from the land. 
s t a t i o n s  being unworked by the  end of the cruise.  
successful ly  canpleted. 
najority a€' s ta t ions .  

Continuous bad weather a f fec ted  the  work throughout t he  c ru i se  and although 

T h i s  resu l ted  i n  six survey 
The remaining twenty-seven were 

Catches of pre-recruit  haddock were very snall a t  the 
All survey s t a t ions  were f i shed  between dusk and dam. 

-* Airil 2 
Bank a s  the  weather l i n i t e d  work there  t o  three hauls and all. cod were used for 
obteining blood sanples. 

2,671 cod were tagged on Faroe Plateau., No tagging' was done on Faroe 



Aio 3. A 130 m nesh codend was f i shed  with a 260 nn nesh topside chafer. The I 
I 
I 

codend was fitted with b l inde r  and cover. The se l ec t ion  of haddock by the  codend 
chaf'er conbination was such t h a t  the  5% r e t en t ion  length was approxinately 49 ca. 
The actual nurnbers of f i s h  re ta ined  by the  codend were ra ther  few and weather 
conditions prevented f i sh ing  where the  length coupositiorl of t h e  f i s h  would have 
been nore su i t ab le  f o r  the  nesh s i z e  i n  use. 

A i n  4.- 
f o r  Mr. Amold. 

A s e l ec t ion  of l i v ing  lenon soles  were brought back t o  t h e  laboratory 

&.a 5. Blood sznples and eyes were obtained a s  follows: 

Blood _Eyes 

C c d ,  Faroe P l a t e w  140 45 
Faroe Bank  81 25 

- 0  k i n  6 Abandoned. 

I @-a 7. 
were caught. 

only one haul was possible  north-west of Muckle Flugga! and d y  two hake 
These were deep frozen. 

Miscellaneous 

Oto l i ths  or scales  were obtained as follows: 
I 

C o d  (Faroe Plateau) 

Coalf ish (Faroe 

Haddock 
Halibut 
Lenon so le  
P la i ce  

" (Faroe Bank) 

0 (N. North Sea) 

173 
75 

118 
47 

898 
202 
491 
139 

B, W. Jones 
14~3.67. 

Seen in draft: E. A. E. (Master) 
G. W. A. (Fishing skipper) 
D. J. G. 

Dis t r ibu t ion  : 

Dr. Cole 
Edr. Lee 
Capt. Udiss 
Dr. Cushing 
Nir. Garrod 
Mr, Bolster  
Mr. Burd 
Mr. Cat t ley  
IvIr. Oorlet t  
Dr. Harden Jones 
M r .  I l e s  
Dr. Janieson 
M r .  Holden 
Mr. Margetts 
Mr. T r o u t  
Mr. Bridger 
N r .  Mitson 
M r .  Tungate 
Mr. Willians 
Mr. Wood 
Mr. Adans 
Mr. M i l l s  
Alr. Kay 
Miss Conolly 

General Lab. Mr. Stee le  
Lab. Regis t ry  Direc tor ,  Bergen 
Library (2) M r .  Joensen , 
Mr. M t i n g  Director ,  Reykjavik 
ERNEST HOLT f i l e  
bir. Siupson W.F.A. 
Dr. Reynolds 
Chief Inspector 
id1 D i s t r i c t  Inspectors 
F i she r i e s  Regis t ry  
Capt. Binnington 
M r .  Tector 
Skipper iwgunont 
Dr .  Burgess 
M r .  Baird,  D.k.F.S. 
P . I .O . ,  D.A.F.S. 
Mr. Glover 
Dr. Grant 
Hydrographic Dept. 
Dr .  Lavern 
D r .  Lucas 
Direc tor ,  N.I.O. 
Dr. Peachey 
Mr. S h e l b m e  

All S c i e n t i f i c  S b d f  

2. 
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