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G, C O  Bols te r  
R. J, !‘!ood 
B, H. Eolford 
FI i Eacdonald 
A, ’Fr‘wlklin (Burnham) 
R.. A. Burst (Fleetwood) 

I 2  Narch-8 Apri l  

1, 

2, 

3, 

Larval survey with Tin Tow ne t  (T,T,N.) i n  the Porcupine Bank area.  

Trawling g r i d  f o r  blue whiting on the  Porcupine Bank, 

Larval siirvey n i t h  T.T.B. f o r  eprat’in the  B r i s t o l  Cb.~?&t~el. 

I 

: 

4, To c o l l e c t  herr ing la rvae  off  Duimore, 

5. To c o l l e c t  mackerel blood, 

6. To t a g  mackerel i n  the C e l t i c  Sea, 

Narrative: 

The sh ip  s a i l e d  from Grimsby a t  1715 hours, 12 Ihrch ,  and proceeded t o  
Plymouth where she a r r ived  ins ide  the  breakvater a t  0900 hours, 14 Harch. Here, 
Messrs, Johns and Cave, who had come with the  sh ip  from Grimsby f o r  tho purpose 
of t e s t i n g  some experimental equipment, went ashore and Ilessrs. Wood and Holford 
joined the  ship.  

On leaving Plymouth a t  0920 hours coiirse was s e t  f o r  an area  south o f  the 
Wolf Rock t o  i nves t iga t e  a repor t  which had been brought from the  laboratory by 
I J re  Wood. 
travilcrs had been secn norking there .  
made but none was seene 
a l a r v a l  survey f o r  sp ra t ,  (aim 3 )  was s t a r t e d  a t  0900 ~ O L W S ,  15 March. 
Vi,-lT.W, ga le  warnings, ah ich  r e su l t ed  i n  our having t o  dodgo f o r  som tines f i f t e e n  
s t a t i o n s  were norked up t o  1400 hours, 16 PIarch, 

This T ~ S  t h a t  during the  previous wcek a large concentrat ion of  German 
A v i sua l  and rzdar  search of t he  mea-was 

The sh ip  procecded thence t o  the  B r i s t o l  Channel, where 
Despite 

From t h i s  time onvmrds thc  progress of the c ru i se  was severely hamporcd by a 
succession of galos mainly from N.W. to S e w a 9  and l a t c r  from thc North, 

By 1’715 hours9 18 Harch the  sh ip ,  having dodged agains t  ga l c s  o f  forces  8 
and 9 for two days, had reached a pos i t i on  off Bal lycot t in ,  
forecas t ,  the  m a t h e r  hzta improvod and t e n  T.T.N. s t a t i o n s  were norked of f  
Dunmores (aim 4). 
strong wi’hds t o  en te r  Cork harbour a t  1320 hours, 19 &mhe  

With a favourable forecas t  f o r  Fcstnot and Shannon9 the  sh ip  l e f t  Cork a t  
0800 horns, 21 Harch. Once wost  of’Cope Clear,  due t o  adverse minds from t h e  
SOW., the  T.T.N. g r id  of the  Porcupine Bank area  (aim 1) was not started until 
1700 hours, 23 ?larch, Thirty-three T.T.Ne s t a t i o n s  and twolve Trawl s t a t i o n s  
were ca r r i ed  out dcspi to  a succession of  g a b s  i n  the  next e ight  days. 
vas made with R.V. ZXPLORER each day a f t e r  30 klasch and, on 2 A p r i l  it waa agreed 
t h a t  because severe ga l e s  wero forecas t  f o r  Roclcall and Shannon, any hope of  
making hauls f o r  comparison of catches would have t o  be abandoned. 

Despite an yudvoreo 

The l u l l  nas s h o r t  l i v e d  and the  sh ip  dodged ~xstward  against  

Contaot 

ERKEST HOLT ran south from nor th  of .&he .Porcupine Bankp where ve had been 
holding on hoping t o  continue the TOTON, erid f u r t h e r  t o  tho nor th-cas t ,  before 
a no r the r ly  galo of  from force  9 t o  11 i n  t h e  squa l l s ,  and ontorod Cork on 
3 Apr i l ,  
a t  1300 hours, 4 April. 

O i l  and n a t e r  nerc  takon on ng&, and with a good fo recas t  sho le f t  
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A new s e r i e s  of T.T.N. s t a  at 2300 hours on the same day 
i n  the  B r i s t o l  Channcl area and ood lileather condi t ions until 
1940 ~ O U T S ,  5 Apr i l ,  revose Head a rea  where one 
out of s i x  t rawl  hauls (ha l f  hour du.%tion good ca tch  o f  so les .  The 
s h i p  l e f t  the  Trevose a r m  n t  1330 hours,  6 April  and proceeded' towards Great 
Yarmouth where9 a f t e r  a, good voyage, she entered the  p o r t  a t  0530 h 0 ~ s 9  -8 ~. Apri l ,  

Course was s e t  then 

. .  
Resul ts  P- 

A i m s  1 and 2 

Thirty-three s tg t ions  were worked with the  T,T.N, on thg Porcupine Bank i n  
t h e  area l a t i t t i de  52 3O'OI1Ne9 t o  53°5010cc1T, and longitude, 12 40'O"Eo9-to 
1 4'55 Ot1W 

!helve t r av l ing  s t a t i o n s  wore workod on and of f  the edge of the  Bank 

Less t h e s  20 blue whiting were caught a l l  of nhich were e i t h e r  immature o r  
Very few la rvae  were observed i n  the  T,T.W; catches,  

Good catches o f  haddock and mackerel Tilere taken on the  S,E. por t ion  o f  the  

depths of between 83-140 fathoms6 

maturing f i s h ,  

Porcupine Bank, In both species  a l l  fish, both male and female, were ripe. 

A i m  3 

worked on 15  and 16 BI[arch9 and nineteen more9 including reponts  of t he  former, 
Out of the schcduled thirty-two stetions, f i f t c e n  of. t he  innermost mere 

on 4 and 5 Apri l ,  - r  

Ten T.T.N, ' s t a t i o n s  were worked o f f  Dunnarc 

Aims 5 and 6 

These ncre  abandoned because of time l o s t  due t o  bad weather, 

4 .  

- 2 .  

Three smples of cod blood/serum were collectc6- f o r  D r .  Jamieson. 

Live f i s h  were brought t o  Groat Yarmouth f o r  D r .  Purdom, 

t e d  sh ip  meteorological observations were m d o  in  the  a r  

G o  C. :Bolster 
8 ilprii , 1968 

Seen i n  d r a f t r -  E,  A. B-iuulingt~n,.~L!;!. J. Saxby, 

I n i t i a l l e d : -  A o  J, Lo 

D i s t r ibu t  ion e - 
Basic l ist ,  plus  

H r .  B. 
N r .  Id. 
E r e  6. 

I Xr, R. 
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the  following:- 

H. Holford 
Ellacdonald 
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