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Report .

3~13 February; 2i Februafy.; 10 KHarch 2 and 3 ERG3

'Explorer’-

Objective
To take part in the ICES International Young Fich Survey.
Harrztive ‘

te to sail fron fberdeen on Toursday 3 Felruary but “er departure

vATA . 4

'Exvlorer’ uas
was delayea Ty
bertia. After sailinr on b February dad weatzer caused ‘Yomlorer! to seelr shelter

in the Firin of For:il, 2 stations were workeg in the Firth but otherwise the snip

was forced to shelti: until Tuesday 8 Fevruary when the veather moderated
sufficiently to allow work to cormmence on ‘re Dogger Bank. ‘'Ewplorer' docked in
Esbjerg on 10 February, picked up scientific equipment and smiled for stations in

the German Bight on 11 February, Taking advantage of settles wenther all the
allotted stations in the eastern and middle ilorth Sea were completed before 'Ixplorer'
berthed in Averdeen on Friday 18 Pebruary.

'Explorer! sailed again on 24 February and proceeded to the Fortise area and worked
westvards into the Moray Firth and thence up to the Orkney Jsles. Passace wag made

to the Shetlands on 1 March and bad weather was immediately encountered. During the
next 3 days scientific operations were severely hampered by storms, either westerly
or southerly in direction. A call was made into Lerwick on Thursday 3 March. On

9 Herch passage was made to the Buchan goast where trawling was completed with

‘Explorer’ docking in Aberdeen at 2100 hours on Thursday 10 Harch.
Basults

57 bauls were made with & GOV trawl which was fitted with- 21" bobbins for stations
off the Aberdeenshire coast and stations Noxth of the Orkney Islands. At all

other stations the GOV trawl was fitted with rubber discs. Each haul was of ons
hour ‘s duration and Table I provides a summary of the principal species (below

a length selected as a probable upper delimiter of 1+ fish) occurring in each sguaxe
sempled. Vhere more than one hanl was made in a particular square the results were
averaged %o produce a "per houri figure.

An Issdc~Kidd midwater trawl was used at nigﬁt to obtair samrles of pre-metarnoyrphosis
herring larvae, Unfortunately, menfunctioning equipment resulted in only 10
statistical squares being sampled. - — ' :

During the cruise stomachs from 109 saithe, 7 cod, 9% herring and 156 mackerel
vere examined as part of the ICES stomach sampling programme. Various biolorical
samples, including 7. esmarkii ovaries and fish for wt/length data, were obtairsgd
for further analysis in Aberdeen. In additicn 23053 cod, haddovk and wniting

were acged curing the cruises.

nilet at sea software was developed on a Conmodore micro comnuter to celeulaie the
final totals for each haul. In addition, software was cevelecned to assertic maturity
age/lencth keys and to provide output tables for an international report. ALl data
vas stored on floppy disks ready for direct trensfer te tie laboratery FoP 1Y
computer for final proceasing. - :
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