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OBJECTIVES:

(1) Survey of demersal fish stocks on Rockall Bank.

(2) To work Hydrographic lines ff the shelf of Rockall Bank.

(3) Survey of pre-~recruit commerclal fish stocks on the continental
shelf West of Scotland.:

NAR_RATIVE:

. Bxplorer was held up iﬁ Aberdeen because of crew shortages uﬁtil"'

15 May 1979." .

A passage was. made d.:.rect to Rockall Bank and. after a brief delay because
of weather tra,wllng commenced, on ‘hhe 18 May 1979.

Af‘ber only flve ha.uls the ‘hra,wl was severely damaged by coral and the
North & Bast lines of hydro, sta‘blons were commenced at 1900 hrs 20/5
and completed at 1330 hrs 21/5° :

Trawling recommenoed and 15 valid, hauls _were. completed on Rockall: ‘RBank
by the 24 May.

A passage was made for station 26 off the Outer Hebrides. Seven stabtions -
were completed before an engine defect, reducing the nenoeuvrability,
stopped any attempt to trawl on the North Coast. Bxplorer docked on the

29 May 1979
RESULTS:

(1) Trawling

On Rockall Bank 15 valid hauls of 1 hour?ts duration using a GeOeVe
Trawl were made, all catches were worked up according to Standing
Instructions,.

Catches varied from 5 haskets = 151 baskets, averaging 33% baskets.

Main Species Average catch per hours fishing
Haddock 926
M.poutasson 5832

AJsilus 372



Other species occasionally taken in large numbers

Gadiculus 1817 & 38,244 (41D5)

Scorpaena 305 & 222 A4D6 & 4115 respec"bzvely
Chimaera me 116 & 97T 46D6 & AD5 LI
Megrim 156 4105

Outer Hebrides
7 hauls of 1 hourts duration were taken at the outer .S'ba,tions.

Catches varied from 5 -—baskets -~ 17 bagkets average 10 T baskets

Main Species No/ 1 hourts fishing
Haddock - g2
Whiting 172
M.poutasson - 1021

Largest c¢atches © '~

Mapoutagasou 5340 §44Eo) 795 (431'*}0;

Haddock 422 (45m2) 356 (44E2
wiving 25 (Gm2) | oby (4m2)
Other species
CMacKerel 85 (4381  Scyllium can 83 (43E0)
Aesilus 157 "(43E1 Tominutus 157 (45E2
‘ Hermng 76 (4481),

N 31 (44E2) & 23 (45E2) ~ only squares
Samples -were taken where possible accordmg to progra,mmea |

(2) & g{ga;eh;y;

The North & Bast hydrogra,phlc lines were worked off the shelf at
Rockall Bank.,
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