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FRV EXPLORER
Cruise 6/79
REFORT

June 6 - 28 1979
ngec+1vos Part 1 "(June® 6 12) Preliminary observations onthe distribution of

jellyflsh
‘Part 2 (June 13 ~“28) Part1c1patlon‘1n the Titegnational North Sea’
; 0~wroup gadold“sgpvey\

Narrative

EXPLORER sailed from~Aberdeen on the-afternoon-of June 6, but“had to'Feturn to

the harbour later on. the same,day hecause.cf erew problems, -and-it- was not: untll"
Juné 12 that the cruise’ eventually got under way. Trawling began east of the’ ;
Firth.of Forth on June 13. During the period June 13}-.14,: fifteen stations-were
workea ‘off the north east codst of Scotland and i7 the Moray Firth. Diring the last’
Baul on June 16. (in the western part Of the Pentland Firth) tHe petzonde equipmeat
was.noh functioing properly, wzth:the result-that-the net-went on“to' the bottom, -
spllttlng the belly. EXPLORER anchored in Thurso Bay whllst the’ damage was |

reaplred. During June 17/18, five nauls were worked west qf'the Orkneys, after

which EXPLORER returned to ‘Thurss B4y to “pick” upi spare nefzonde equipment that had bdex -
drlven to Scrabster by Mr Lawrieh Mr Mowatt left the: ship at -Berabster and returned”
tor Aberdeen with' Mr,jLawr:.eo Trawllng recommenced, east of the Orkneys, on June 18. -
After completlng three stations in this area, EXPLORER steamed northeast to begin'*
-the‘northern part-of the survey. A number of hauls were made w1tb a.small Isaacs
Kidd net en route. "Betweén June 20 and June 26 a further 21 trawl” hauls were made.
During this perlod the ship run into several dense and persistent Latches of fog,‘At
with the rbsult that some-worklng time was “lost. ‘A further delay was experienoed én
June 26 when gale force winds held up work for 2k hours. -Two hauils were made on ,°.. -
June 27 after which. EXPLOR&R.set off. for Aberdean, where -she -docked at 23%0

hours on June 28%

Results. .

Papt 1:7 Due to the delay in sailing, : :the objectives that had been scheduled for thls
part of’ the cruise had to be abandoned, )

Part 23" All but’ three of the trawling stations were successfully combleted

a) O-group flsh .

Cod haddock and wh1t1ng}occurred malnly in two~areas, “these being between the Sheﬁland.
Iules and the edge of the Norwegian Deeps and to ithe;west of the Orkneys.’ Noruaz

Eout were abundant only to the east of the Fair Isle/Sumburgh region. Saithe -, -
were more widely distributed ‘than usugl and were taken in the largest numbers along

the edge of the shelf near ‘the Norwegian Deeps. Blue whiting were taken in-two {
'rectangles only (49FO angd 4BFL). Samples of :0-group cod and haddock were frozen'

for Mr Childs of the Lowestoft Laboratory. .Of the main non-gadeid species caught
durlng the survey, sqrats, sandeels and Squalus acanthlas seemed less abundant

than in recent years.

b) Macroplankton

Scypnomedusae were present in all hauls excep} one during the survey. “Aurelia ‘aurita
and Cyvanea lamarcki were less abundant in the Moray Flrth and off the Scottish North _
coast than in 1978 but more abundant east 'of Sh&tland. ™ Cyanea cablllata were more
gbundant off the scottish east coast and east of ;Shetland than in 197d but iless jv“
abundant west of the Norwegisn Deeps. Other macroplankton occa51onallj abundant

were the hydromedusal Staurophoras mertensi and Iaodicea undulata, the ctnnophore
Elgurobrachla pileus and the euphausid Meganyctiphanes norveglca.

¢)' Hydrography
There was insufficient time to survey the JONSIS line.

; J HISLOP
Seen in.drvaft J W GILLOW : 9 Aupust 1979
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