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CAUISE REPORT
TRS "Ixplorexr"

8 = 30 November 1969

The aim of this cruise was to meke comperisons betv.een a standard
Granton trewl ond an experimentel trawl with a large horizontsl mouth
opening, The first few days were to be devoted to instrumentotion
trials with the experimentel gear in order 4o mole any necessgary

ad justuents or modifications prior to corrying out the comparisons.,

Tighing gerr, instruments and the Flliott 920C computer vere loaded

on the 8 MHovember and "Explorer" seiled ot 13.00 hours on 9 November

to carry out trisls off Fraserburgh, Three fully instrumented hauls
wrere made with the expewvimental geer and éne with the standard Granton
travl during the next: two-and-a-half drys. These houls indicated that
the experimentel geor, vhilst giving less thon the hoped for increase
in door and net sprecd, was behaving sufficiently well to mcke a
comparison ol 1t§ performence in deep water agoingt that of the Granton
trevil worthwhile,

"IExplorer" returned to sberdeen in the early houws of 12 November and,
after a change of persomnel, sziled for the griunds at Helnes Banl,
Norxwvay, on 13 Hovember, "Explorexr" called at Tromsé on the evening of
16 Hovember with the intention of sailing next morning, However, owing
to trouble with the boiler tubes which necessitated immediate repair,
sailing ves delayed until the morning of 19 Hoveuber,

Tiork was caxried out continmuouvsly over the period 20~24 November during
which time a total of 19 valid heauls were made, 9 with the experimental
gecr ang 10 with the Granton gear. Catches of cod, haddock and redfish
vere generally good throughout this period and were sufficient to enable
useful comparisong betveen gears to be made, The compubter viay used
during ecch haul to record a number of quantitles including warp
divergence and declination,

"Explorer” called at Tromsd on the homeveard journey and then proceeded
to Aberdeen vhere she arrived on 30 November,

A detailed snalysis of the comparative fishing data is currently being
made but overall, the Gronton trawl outfished the experimetnal one
throughout the experiment,
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