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gﬂlﬂn& eut Fring lasval surveys off the.vest ooust of Bookland ani w"hm o tﬁf

Explorer sajled from Bhardeen &t 1500 on T Septenber,. was- bagis o%. stadian 4.
&t 0840 on 8 Jeptesber, shooting aod Lauling the Ouif TIT eeapler om the siavhosyd X
elde fram the gilson sod using the middle barrel ef the main trsul winch. Twe
gtetions wers ocompleied befors Fxplover was forced 4o mesk sheliey in Sosps Flow
frow mevere woeather, Sinos the sethod. of working the Oulf IIT sawplier from the .
starboerd #ide appesred to de practicable ouly in relatively moderate mas oonditions
snd ag w result ihe larval sorwey wark was likely to ke seversly curtsiled, the
plaricton wire vas transferred back. 10 ihe afier plankton winsh-Por normel inating.
of the Gulf II seapler over the atern.. The survey was resumed at 1300 on

90 September st atatiom 14 and eampling was comtinved north and west along the

wth corst of Bootland, After oomploting twelwve sixtions the metaomie dapth
nonfioring systsm failed dus to the cable beconing badly fwisted and the work was

‘continued twaing waxp longth/dopth {ables &% & guids to ling depth. Txplover
put into Stoxmowny on 15 Seplomber snd sailed st 1100 on 1§ Heplonber o rosume ths
lerval survey. Stations were warked in a sowtherly divection towards tha narth ooust
of Ivcland sod $he Lirst coverages 2f the survey aves wa cempleied em 2F Sapianber,

ﬁer then procesdsd to the Barrs Head aves te oontinus the Texval SwreRy wesh of.
4he outer Hebxidom. "ais woxk wam ourisiled hy PheEky wesihcr en 26 Sepiomber whenm
Brxpiorer satisd for the (lyde. After taking em fusl st Ardrossan the ship docked in

Greennck on 20 Septembers .

Ab the beglooing of the secend paxt of the cruise the Solentifio Staff jeinmed
Explorer &% Grosnock en 5 Golobers Due te hal weather sailding was delsyid wotil

4000 on § Ootober. After lsaving Greenack wosther cssiitiens rapidly doterierated and,

_#helter was sought in Brodick Bey frem Slerm fercs winls. Explerer left Bredick Bay-
R the mevpdng of T Octeber snd yweotaded Lo wtatien 140, woest «f Ialsy, whors She
lorvel sucvey wam begun in the sams evening. Werlkcing nerth inte tha Minck, sleng

ke nerth oesaxt.ef Hoetlend snd, west of Leowis and Esrris, ninety four staticns wers
ompioted bofora the esvening of 13 Ooteber when Explerer had te land a aick mssinr

_ef the orew. "Hhoe ship stayed in pexd wwmditling ovew replscsnsats until the aftermecn -
-of 19 October shon Ecplexer lofé Stornewsy o reamw ihe larval suvwey. A blede ef
ifioen atations, wont of Uit and Barra, and the oastern purt of the line te tha

- south of Parra Hoad were complaied en 20 Octobar. After "adging? fer a paried sf
shout 8 hewn in hoavy swsll sed strsng to gale feres winda in the mexuing ef

29 Ootoher the supvey wos Memumed at siation 130 and centimuisd.in’a seutherly
divaotien dewerds the mexih oeast of Irelond. RKecspt for s Twask of abeut 14 hewrs
Sodging® in bad weather en 24 Octeber the work centimeed in the seuthern hald of the
gﬂ. wmtil 1900 en 25 Ooteber vhen Explerer sailed far Abexdsen and : decked there ab

360 an 27 October. J - _ , ) :



Results

A total of 382 hauls were made with the Dutch Gulf III high speed ssmplers The’

gamples collected were reburned to the Laboratory for analysis. #rom a cursory

examination of the samples as they were taken the main concentrations of herping
, larvae were located in the Donegal Bay area, off the nor“uh coast of Ireland dnd
hewt of Uist and Baxro. -

During the seccond part of the cruise an echo integrator survey was carried out., In

the area surveyed the predominant echo traces were in the form of a layer or.a . .

- meries of layers of variable density. Recognisable pelagic fish traces were confined
“fddnky to the wsoutly Mimoch s Little, Minch areas where a number of large plumes near
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