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DURATION:
5 Janvary-1 Februdxy - -

LOCAETTYSS © " v oo ool oy W% o i e
Megtern Bnglish Chemnel;:Celtic-Sea end Bay of Biscey . ..

1, Mo carry-out e fiching survey for mackerel,; goad. and. pilchaxde - .., L

2, To cerry out proc_ze‘@sing ¢riels with pelegic fish.
NARRATIVE: S o ks

C A REAY left Aberdeen 1100 hours 5 January end seiled to Yaxmouth Roads
wheis PishH. 1ab staff-embarked: 1530:h 6 January. - iFrom there the.ship esiled to..
Bigbury Bay where she anchoréd:ovezaight. T Janveyy, in- easterly. -geles. boloxe &7 7T
entering Plymouth Sound to embark the bosun 1100 h 8 Januexy. Ag ecasterly gales
were forecast to-continue for-48: hours G.A RBAY 'seiled to Falmouth dock yerd . .
vhere mp‘ai;z:s o theé factory deck fish pump were made. AT oo T

The ship seiled from Falmouth 083C:h- 10 January end carried out. e box seerch fox
mackerel south of Mownte Bay; none were found, On 11 Jenuezy the search continued
noxth-of the"Scilly-Isles.vwhere one:shoal wag fownd and succesefully sampled. A3l
further efforis to locate the shoal end cerry out mesh selection trials felled.:..
(In conversation with two Lowestoft and two local trawlers woxlkdng out of Pengance
Skipper Claylk < learhed that. no.shoels cozprising: just mackspel had been fownd
since the fighery rdopemed 2 January):r S R R

From the Scilly Isles G A REAY gailed to the Little Sole Bank but conditions wexe
400 gevere for trawling and as the immediate forecast for Sale was wfavourable
the ship continued on to Cape Finisterrve. Trawling off the north Spanish coest
commenced 13 Januaxy end continued without interruption uwntéil G A RBAY entexed
Sentender for bunkers 168 Januvexy. The ship seiled again during the morming .-
20 Jenuaxy and a final two trawl haule wore made off the Spanigh ccast before
ndving porth into cemtral Biscey. Trawling continued as the ship worked north,
fiching on La Chapelle, Shemrock, Little Sole and Great Sole Bankg. A&t.1500 h .
24 Jewnwary fishing along the edge of the shelf ceased and G A RE(Y gteamed to
Plymouth Sound whexre Drs Lockwood and Cendrero disembarked and Messrs Smith and
Hill embarked at 1400 h 25 Jamuaxy. -
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Fish traces located south east of Eddystone on the approschi to Plymouth:-were
successfully sampled by pelagic trawl during the late afternoon. Increasing

north west winds on 26 January vestricted work to inshore arveas around Start Point.
A fault in the freezer compressor unit resulted in the ship going into Falmouth
Docks again for repairs and as the primaxy aim of the cruise waq completed the
Lowestoft based staff disembarked 28 January and retusned home. ' Messrs Smith

and Hill remained aboaxd to complete their work and return with the ship to
Aberdeen.

1, Mackerel shoals were difficult to find at the begimning of fHe”cruise.
Time did not pexmit the ship to retuxrn to the area noxth of the Séillies where
commercial vessels were fishing toward the end of the cruise.

As in December the majority, 70%, were less than 30 cm minimum ‘sige. " i

Vexy few mackerel were caught along the edge of the continental shelf althoughn -
the 1981 year class wers distributed from Cape Pinisterys ‘to Great Sole Bank,

Scad were most abundant along the northern coast of Spain where fish of all siés
were found.: Id nid=Biscay immature “scad predominated but between Ia Chapelle
and Little Sole Banks the scad were a11 1arge9 but _scarce,
Pilchards were nod abundant9 but were widely distributed in Blscgy and in east
Eddystone Bay'e o _ 4 S o

1ue\gggtxng oceuxx@ﬂ 1n mvst hauls along the shelf edge but weré most abundant_
in the dusk haﬁla when fishing with %hexdemersal trawlo f e

I T e

Hake also oceurm@d in most demersal hauls, A ﬁotlceable féaﬁure was the cbange }
in size with latitnde. Off -the north cobst of Spain ldrge numbers of very smalli-
(10-15 cm) hake were taken but very few large (> 40 cm) fish. In the Celtic Sea
'ar@a mo@t fnsb wers - 1arge and no very small fish'w%re oa,ughtc eI o

A TN -"'_'- r LA Siy - o : o '- .
L Processing-ﬁrials were carried eu% wifh laad“and sprats by staff fram»
TRSi: SIS = '
R P B . . ,.,4.4; T - I X .4A Cem RN A

‘3. Samples of miied gadoids and mixed - flatflsh were colleéted for Dp
Johnson's fish identification courses. Specimens of some of the more unusual of‘
the 72 species of fish caught were glsouretu:nede
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