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CRULSE REFORT
FRV "GOLDSEEKER"

31 Januory ~ 2 March 1972
7 Mazrch ~ 31 Mzrch 1972

CBJECTIVES:

1. To undertrke experiment 1 electrical fishing for Ne. hro:s.

2, To study the states of the scallop and gueen stocks off the south-west
of Scotland., , '

3. To compare the efficiencies of various gears used to catch scallogs
and queens.,

4. To study the stocks of Munids in the same area,

5. To take surface temperatures daily.

NASRATTIVES

Bad weather during vhe first week of the cruise prevented the exierimental
electrical fishing for Nephrops. "loldseeker' left Lossiemouth on

8 February and made a passage to the west coast. The scientific staff
joined at Oban on 11 Februory and work coumenced on the 14th in the Sound
of Jura, where dredging and creelin:g continued until 24 February.
"Goldseeker" then worked on scalleps and gueens in the Clyde until 2 Maxch,
when part I of the cruise ended at Troon. Tork in the Clyde was severely
restricted owing to adverse eather.

The scientific staff for part IT of the cruise loined ship on 7 March,
Thereafter dredging for scallons and cueens wos possible somewhere each
day, though scme of the more exposed positions could not be worked, The
scientific staff left "Goldseeker® at Ardrossan on 25 March, and the
boat returned to Buckie, arriving on the 30th.

RESULTS

1. Bxperimental electrical fishing

This part of the programme had to be abandoned because of bad weather in
the Moray Pirth.

2, Scalloo and gueen survey

Sixty seven hauls were made in the first purt of the cruise and 124 in the
second.

Qutside the Clyde, hauls with the A4ft commercial scallop dredge yielded
some good catches of scallops, the best being 53 and 34 in 15 minute hauls
in the Imssa~Tarbert area (Sound of Jure) and 42 and 31 south of Easdale.
“hile scallops with more than 9 rings continue to meke up a considerable
part of the catch, those with 4 =wnd 5 rings have become more sprominent.

On the west side of the Firth of Clyde catches using the commercial dredge
were generally poor, scallops with 8 or more rings oredominating.

§callop catches on the cast side of the (lyde were generally better than

in recent years, several catches of 20 to 30 seallops per 15 minute commercial
dredge haul heing tsken off Lendal Foot and moerute hauls off the Heads of
Ayr, Iady Isle and Girvan. Scallo.s with 4 and 5 rings predominated in the



No, of rings

catches off Iendal Foot. A series of 5 mimute howvls using dredges fitted with
fine mesh linings showed that after a succession of joor settlements many

younger scallops are nov nresent off the Ayrshire coast, scallops with 2 rings
being particularly bundant, and even some O~ and 1-ring scallops being taken.

Age-frequencies of scallops caught (‘,”
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(1endal Foot - Bermane Head)

Area Gear
Outside Clyde (Sound of Commercial _ 5
Juras and Basdale) scallop dredge 1 4 5 6 8201538
- . Coimmercial . -
7est side of Clyde | scallor dredge 1 31861812 12 9 819
/ Conmexcial
Hast side of Clyde scallo  dredge 1495 -2-:’-3-6— 8 8 4 310

3callo:r dredge with

fine lining 71320 82015 6 4 1 A4

Catches of queens by comrercial scallop dredge and beam trawl were gemerally poor,

N

though the presence of large numbers of small guecns (20-30 and 40-55 mm) in hauls witt

the fine mesh scallop dredge off north Arran and in Clunaig Bay indicate recent
good settlements which should enter commercizl catches in 1 to 2 years time.

3. Comparative fishing

Five hauls tctalling 90 minutes with an 8 £t beam trawl off the Heads of Ayr
vielded 992 cueens and 14 scallops. Four hauls totallinz 60 minutes with an
8 £t Manx queen dredge yielded 298 queens and 1 scallop.

4. Hunida Survey

Fleets each of 10 Herhwo s creels were shot in suwitable areas adjacent to the
Sound of Jura. ILocalities were chosen where lJunica Lad pceviously been recorded
in ~bundance ie on the harder ;wound just off ¥erhrois areas, MNunide were
everywhere scarce. Grounds ¥ ich had rreviously vielded up to 20 per creel
vielded a maximum of only 5 individuals per fleet. A few Nephro.s were caught,
and considerzble numbers of lortunus, Carcinus and Hyos. o
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