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CNUISE REFORT
¥RV, "Goldsecker"
20th Iy ~ 12th June, 1969
Narratbive

"Goldseeker" sailed from Duckie on 20th Loy snd arrived in Nirvkwell

on 218t after an overnight ston ot Lick.

The progvamme cormenced on 22nd lioy and contimued wntil 11th June.
"Goldseeker" left Orkmey on the evening of 11th and Cocked at Duckie on

the morning of 12th,

A standaxd 4 £ escallop dredpe ~ 12 teeth to the bar - was uscd
Tvo {lects, each of
eisght Scottish~type creels baited with {wresh fish, were shot and banled
daily on potential cweb grounds; in all 208 crecl bauls woroe made, A

throughout, Hauls were of 15 minutes duration,

trowl was lost whilst worlking off Copinnoy,

L broken guide bar on the winch woe repaired in Kirlawoll,

v

Mhot,

and zome fog during the lagt weck ol the cmmige, roculted in the loun

of a fcv pant-doys.

Tesults

Escellon dwedging:~ The survey covered four faiwly dlntinet aroni:
(1) Torth Sound cnd sowth-vest of ' estray, (2) Tie Virlamll axce
compriging The  Stuing, Vide Fiwth, Dgileoy, Galwvocy, “yre, Shaplncay
end Bday Scund, (3) From Copinsay down the east side of Burrsy ond South

Donaldsay and (4) Ceepa Flow,

In area (1) 43 heuls wvere rade ond 122 emcallops cought, the best
hauls being in the Diy of Tuquoy vhere four consecutive houls gove total:
of15, 17, 12 ard 13 escollops, and in Horth Sound off Ctanger fead wlore

one houl produced 14,

In @) 136 Leouls produced 139 escallops, the bect h.ule being 9
between Grirsay ond DBgilsey end 8 off Vingtoy llead in UWhe String,
Detween Fixkwell Herbour rnd Scargun Duoy 17 esczllops were ualcen, the
best haml containing 6, Tlis eves just cubside Kixlvell harboux,
probenly contcoius g feir populetica of escollown butbt dcnse veed at

»rezent hempers dredzing.

(3) In ¥ .is oxea the esenllop cabeh van tolen just zoubh of
Copinsay. 18 howvls yielded 25 escollops, the boot houl conteining 14,

The esccllops in tl.is zxee were yornger thon thove from zyoos

and (4) [“see Teble II_/.

(4) In Zexpe Flow 31 hovle were wmede, two being +

geoviils where "wpeng" zre firhed coumerciolly,
veve counnt, the best hovl contolnings 14.
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(1), (2)

e on the

A of 97 coeallops

The zerconbosws of the ceecllo’s of vericur gongld rboses

in the following tchle -~ £11 zrocs,

are Laotin
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To, escallops } anad stages

Tmm, 3 A4~ 5 6 (full) 7 (spent) Aged
383 N R EERON SR B o
0.5 | 1.3% | 0.80 | 14.60 | 59.57 21.7% 1.3

Table IT shows the percentages of escallops of an age greater then 7
and those of 7 and under together with the mean length in mm from each area

surveyed, _
TABLE TI
e ()| @1 G| W@
{dge > 7 ' 7é-:2; 62.6 | 20.0 | 90.7
1 v s 23.8 | 37.4 | 80.0 | 9.3
;I'.’Iean length mm | 131 i 135 | 121 | 127 |

The two hauls for "Cueeéens" produced 120 and 122 respectively with
mean lengths of 75.5 and 79,6 mm, The largest "Cueen" measured 106 mm,

Craby
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Less than half the total number caught were of commercial size, =~ The
breakdowm of the catch as to sex, size and area is given in Table III,

Trawling

. Four hauls were made in the Copinsay area,
were the predominent species with a few plaice and haddock present.,

Under sized | Commercial size i
Ares | Wo, creels -
1 16 5 91 20 14
2 160 43 57 | 66 32
3 L] bd -~ - -
4 4 32 28 28 7 4

Hydyrosraphy and Plankton

Surface temperatures ranged from 8.5°C to 10,2°C,
were taken with a 1 m (26) net in the progrommed positions.

Seals

Common dab and lemon sole

Plankton samples

Seéals were only observed at Swerf Skerry west of Stronsay in any
It vas estimated that ca 100 wewe on the Skerry,

number,
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