CRUISE REPCRT 6GR75 /{L/V/di/ 4’/

. 9
FRV GOLDSEEKER

JUNE 17 - JULY 11
OBJECTIVE

To undertake comparative fishing experiments with a standard (70 mm mesh)
Nephrops trawl cod-end (A), and a Nephrops trawl and cod-end of 50 mm throughout (B).

Narrative

Crew and scientific staff joined "Goldseeker" at Leith on June 16, gear and stores
were loaded next day.

Trawling commenced on the 18th in an area north-east of Craig Leith in depths of from
20 to 25 fathoms. Day fishing for Hephrops was tried but was completely negative,
so night fighing was resorted to for the remainder of the cruise.

A change in .the progremmed sequence of trawls had to be made du¢ to the time loss

at change over during the periods when Nephrops were taken in the catches. Two
trawls with (A) at dusk, change gear during darkness, and two trawls at dawn with

(B) changing the (4) (B) sequence daily, got over the losttrawling time.

Twenty-two trawls were made with gear (&) and twenty with (B), mesh measurements

of both cod-ends were made daily.

"Goldseeker" docked in Aberdeen on July 9 and sailed later that day en route to Buckie.

RESULTS

The catch composition, size ranges, mean carapace lengths and catches by the different
gears are shpwn in the tables. A further statistical analysis of the results will,
be undertaken.

The mean mesh measurement of cod-end (A) was 68.4 and of (B) 49.5.

The predominant fish species in the catches were smell whiting and haddocks with
approxima’ e mean lengths of 22 and 20 cms respectively. Surface temperatures ranged
from 11.8°C to 13.1°C (mean 12.6°C),
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The number, mean carapace length and percéntageé at each size. group of Nephrops tsken by

{a) 70 mm mesh Nephrops trawl
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TABLE 2 '
Catch composiiion from combined hauls
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