9
R1/10 TGR70

IN CONFIDENCE: Not to be quoted without reference to the Laboratory M\o\e\,\»««l

CRUISE RLPORT
_ERV "GOLDSEEKER“
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OBJECTIVES.

12 To investigate the distribution and abundance of pink shrimps and
Norway lobster stocks off the west coast of Scotland,

2« To undertake such a programme of scallop dredglng as 1s compatible with
‘the above. :

3¢ To teke plankton samples and surface temperature readings.
NARRATIVE

"Goldseeker" left Buckie on 7 October, proceeding through the Caledonian Canal
to Gairlochy, where the scientific staff joined her on the 8 October, and
thence to Corpache From there she sailed north to Kyle of Lochalsh.

Trawling was prosecuted in the areas of Inner Sound, Sound of Raasay and
Cuillin Sound. .

On 16 October "Goldseeker" sailed to Oban for a crew changeover. Subsequent
bad weather prevented further work from being carried out except in sheltered
waters around Oban,

All trawling was done with a standard 70 mm Nephrops'trawl with smell mesh
whole cover. Hauls were of % hour duration. Scallop dredging was oarried
out using & standard L4 £+ dredge at stations of'f Mull and off Lismore.

. RESULTS

Trawling

Norway Lobster: A total of hé} males and 178 females, 42 of which were
berried, were > caught in twelve S-hour hauls, The size ranges, sex
composztlon, and mean carapace length for Norway Lobsters caught in
different areas are given in the following tables,

Inner Sound etc

{ Carapace ‘ 3 . | liean

- Length  {15-9]204] 25-9% 30-4] 3591 4O~1s} 45~9 Total] Carapace

) (o) § i S N | | Length
t Total male § 21 251 16 w1 20]21% 7 205 | 37.2

{ Total female} 23} 26 F181 94 8] ] ] 631 27.4
Berried i i 11 &) 4i ] 9 5349

Loch Tinvhe

Total male 10419} ardaof 27| 7] 3% 1) 1] 1| 3641

| Total femalej 4} 471 473161 241 13{ 1 1 1 1 891 32.7
Berried i by 7} 12§ 8} i+ 1 Y 1 : 36.6




Sleat Sound

Scallop dredging was confined to three areas:

and SE of Lismoree

Carapace Mean
Length | 15~9f 20~ 25-9) 30-4j 35-9] 4O~4 45~} 50~ 55~9) 60-L 65-9} Total] Carapacs
(mm) i ‘ | ‘ i i '~ _Length
i Total male 19 6418 2] 27} 17{ 1M} &{ 51 1}, M4 | 37.3
{ Total female! i &1 6311) 3% 2/ ; 261 30.5
Berried :‘k 1] ] 1 1 ; ] | ! 2 33.5
Pandalws sps Pandalids were very scarce in all areas. They were ’cakeﬁ, on]
in the Sound of Raasay, where a total of 36 Pandalus bonnieri were caught,
White Fish: TFish ca%ches consisted mainly of whiting, haddock, small "
gadoids and dogfish, :
Squid: One haul off Coll y:.elded a catch of 33 Loligo with an average !
length of 14.6 Che
Dredg_z;gg

off NW Mull, the Sound of Mull,

A total of 62 Pecten maximus were taken in seventeen 4 5--ininu1:e haulse

The following table gives the catch composition for ‘eac_h area.

are | onanan | % 7 geer) % over of ean senginf fotel | 0V
v g under 1 - ’ mine haul
§ 7 w1 1w 1% L5% 12541 10
i Sound of Mull | 265% 6% | u8% 10ke ks 17
{ Lismore ] 33 | sk | 25 11342 5

81% of all scallops caught were in the spent condition.

Plankton and Hydrography

Sémples from all arsas contained moderate numbers of Calanus finmarchicus

and pagitte elegans, and. the sample from Sound of Sleat had moderate numbers
of Spiratella retroversa.
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