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CRUISE REPORT
FRV "GOLDSEEKERM™

13 October ~ 6 November 1975

Objectives

1. To investigate the distribution, abundance and biology of Pandalus borealis
in the Farn Deeps.

2. To undertake mesh selectivity experiments using & 45 mm mesh shrimp trawl,
and cod ends of 45 mm, 25 mm and 25 mm mesh.
Nerrative

© MGoldseeker" left Buckie for Aberdeen on 14 October. Gear was ldaded at Aberdeen |
on 15 October and "Goldseeker" sailed for Blyth, arriving there on 16 October when
the scientific staff joined.

A programme of trawling was carried out at set stations off Blyth and Tynemouth.

The scientific staff left om U4 November; "Goldseeker!" sailed from Blyth to Methil,
docking there on 5 November.

Results

A total of 40 half hour hauls was made: ten with the 45 mm cod end, 16 with the
25 mn cod end and 14 with the 25 mm cod end. A small mesh whole cover was used
for all hauls.

Catches of Pandalus varied from 0.5 kg to 12.5 kg per haul, the total weight
caught bveing 115 kg.

The total weight of shrimps taken in each cod end wast-

L5 mm god end t 31.5 kg
smaii mesh cover 3 2.9 kg
35 mm cod end $ 33.6 kg
small mesh cover 3 L.k kg

25 mm ¢od end : 39.25 kg
: 3¢5 kg

small mesh cover
Further results of the shrimp catches are in the process of being amalysed.

Nephrops catches varied from poor to very good; in all, 3846 individuals were
sexed and measured.

The mean carapace length of all Nephrops examined was 30.67 mm; meles 31.76 mm and
females 28.72 mm.

The catch composition and mean carapace lengths of catches in the different cod
ends are given in Table 1.



Results (Cont)

3.

Catches of white fish were generally pocd. The predominawt opeciss caughl wers
haddock and whiting, with lesser amounts of cod.

Frozen samples of Pandalus were brought back to the Laboratory for heavy metal
analysise

¥ G Howard
- 20 November-1975.

Seen in draft - J A Calder 0IC "“Goldsecker



NEPERCPS CATON COMPOSIFION
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wapace Dength mm 11549 | 20,4 | 25.9] 3045 | 25.9 | 404 ] 45,9 ] coubl £5,9] 60,4 Total] mzc.zgw
i
5 mm cod end .
motal wale 2 sk [198 1416 § 84 | 2 | 47 6 2 41 uov | 34,66
Potel femzle 2l a5} 90} 51} 47 v/ 2 | qoh | pe.s2
Berried female 2 001 6
5 .a cod end _ .
Total male 241233 |60k | 364 2490 M2 | b | 22 7 5 | 1852 | 31.20
Total female 151274 L2 | 200 | 66 | 23| 10 b 1 © 11037 | 2By
Berried female ' 541 16| 43 1 1 2 33
5 om cod end '
Total male 25 1 7| 851 65 1 26} 8] 20| 6 320 | #b7
Total female 1y 27 | 4o | 4} a7 | 12 3 145 | 30,84 '
Ferried female L 2 6 |
A BT r-rgmr_a,:‘f ' .. ;
" ced ends _ :
Tetal mals 261312 1879 {565 {360 1475 | 76 %8 ] 5 | 6 | 2469 | 3176
Total femsle 181726 1572 |'239 j1c0 | k2 | 43 Lt 4 47377 | 28,72




