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CRUISE ' REPORT
F.R.V. "GOLDSEEKER"

26th Nov. -~ 218t Dec. 1968

Narretive

The cruise begon &t Troon on Nov. 26th and ended at Corpach on
Dec. 17th, During the period 2nd - 6th Dec, Br. Henriques from Chile
participated in the cruise,

Trawling wes carrvied out at various stations in the Clyde, Loch
Fyme and Loch Linnhe; plankton samples were taken from the same areas
end in addition from the Fixth of Lorne. lost trawling was carried
out during the hours of deylight, bubt on one occusion some hauls were
made between 1700 and 2300 hrs.

One day wag spent scallop dredging off Bute in St. Niniens 3ay
and in Etterich Bay.

- Live Nephrope with cerapace lengths ranging froam 17-25mm were
sent back to the laboratory acuveriuvm.

Results
Good haules of Nephrops were mede in threedifferent creas, West
of Ayr, in Upper and Lower Loch Fyne and in Loch Linrhe.

The best cetbch wae made west of Ayr, when 936 Nephrors were
taken in a helf hour haul. In all some 2862 maleg and 1329 females
were examined.

The mean cerapace lengths are given in the table below,

Area | West of Ayr | Loch Fyne ! Loch Linnhe
W.C.L. mele | 28,9mm 41.0mn | 33.0mm
femzle 25« Tmm 324Smm 2T o« 9mm
Berried 26, Jmm - 1 28.3mm

Pandalus bonnieri was taken in most hauls, bub catches were
generally poor, The best being to the wenst of Ayrwhere 201 weighing
1000g (2000cc) were ceught in a half hour tow,

The size range was foirly econsistent betwesn 16 and 21 mm
carapace length, but sex composition varied m:rkedly between hauls,
The majority of females wire berried, with eggs ak an early stage of
development.,

The mean carapace lengths for the different areos wasi-

Area West of Ayr | Lower Loch Fyne | Upper Loch Fyne | Loch Linnhe
1.C,L, mele 17.2tm 20. 6mm f 16. 8um 16, 6mm
female 17,6mm 18, 9mm ‘ 17 «Oxm 17 . 4mm
Berried 18 5rm 19, 2500, ' 17 . 3mm 17 o 3mm

The by~catch conzisted principally of small whiting, gadoids and
common dabs, but in some hauls wp to 160 hake with size range 6-14cm were
taken.

The Loch Linnhe Acaenthiss wvulgrris wos plentiful

Bremination of the plankton samples showed that the stonding crop
of zooplankton was reesonably high in all :zreas apart from the IMrth of
Lorne, Calonus hel~solandia, Mepenyvetiphanes ncrvesics, Thysanoessa roschii
and Senitds elegans were oll well wepresented. Sumples from the Firth of Lorme
were very poor, Sazibte metoms, being the moin component.

.G, Howard,
28th Februery, 1969




